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An Analysis of Selected Proverbs in Sade Adeniran's Imagine This:APragma-Contextual Approach
Saliu Kolawole &Murtadoh Imam Suleiman
Department of General Studies EducationKwara State College of Education (Technical),Lafiagi,P.M.B 01 Lafiagi,Kwara State,Nigeria.
Abstract
Pragmatics deals with the study of meaning of an utterance within a context in a-bid to understand and interpret conversation among the interactants.It is the study of meaning as communicated by a speaker (or writer)and interpreted by a-listener (or reader)(Yule,1996).In a bid to establish the fact that the essence of communication is understanding,this study aims at studying the pragmatics and context of proverbs in Sade Adeniran's Imagine This in order to identify the functional,artistic and cultural values of proverbs in Africa.Proverbs are important aspects of verbal discourse within the socio-cultural contexts in which knowledge,ideas and emotions are communicated (Offiong,2010).To achieve these objectives,ten(10)philosophical proverbs were selected through purposive sampling technique.These proverbs were analyzed using Lawal's model of the aspect of pragmatics theory(eclectic approach)and Adegbija's submission on contexts which remain the candidates of meaning.The findings of the study revealed that contexts remain important tools of expressing meaning and intentions.Not only this,the study of proverbs involves eclectic approach which has been demonstrated through Lawal's pragmatic theory as well as Adegbija's analysis of contexts.
Key Words:Pragmatics,Contexts,Proverbs,Locution,Perlocution,Presupposition
Introduction
The heart of communication is language.Osisanwo(2003,p.1)sees language as“a human vocal noise...used systematically and conventionally by members of a-speech community for the purpose of communication”.Therefore,proverbs are important aspects of verbal discourse within the socio-cultural contexts in which knowledge,ideas and emotions are communicated (Offiong,2010).They often reflect people's social and cultural orientations,philosophy,world-view,as well-as physiological and literary make-ups that generally depict the experience of life.Generally,proverbial language is commonly figurative,colorful,pithy,grammatically insightful and condensing the wisdom of experience.However,language and literature like other disciplines are inseparable.All linguistic
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functions are carried out with the use of language(except the use of paralinguistic features in some cases).These,as perceived by linguists,remain prominent in all ramifications.Who says what,where,when and to whom are the parameters to quantify the significant and efficient use of language(Ayodabo,1995,P.42.).
In Africa,proverbs are very essential and using them effectively accords the user better linguistic recognitions.In the light of this,Adedimeji(2010)asserts that"Nigerian writers in English across ethnic groups thus make recourse to the use of proverbs in their artistic enterprise so as to make their works realistic and relevant".He argues further that the functions of lit-orature are thereby served tremendously by proverbs.
In connection with this,Nigerian writers are preoccupied with exploiting the rich cultural values in a bid to portray their thematic focus.Our aim in this paper is to examine the significance of pragmatics and context of proverbs in SadeAdeniran's Imagine This where ten(10)philosophical proverbs were analyzed at pragma-contextual level.This will enable us to x-ray the importance and significance of context as a vibrant tool of expressing meaning through proverbs.Not only this,the study shall equally investigate the contributions of Lawal'spragmatic model to the analysis of proverbs while some important aspects of proverbs as effective tools of communication will also be considered.All these-are to be achieved using Lawal's pragmatic model to analyze selected proverbs in-order to confirm the model as an eclectic approach to the analysis and interpretation of proverbs.
Objectives of the Study
This study attempts to undertake a pragma-contextual analysis of proverbs inSade Adeniran's Imagine This.The main objectives of this study include to;
i.examine the significance of context as a pragmatic tool of expressing meaning
and intentions through proverbs.
i.investigate the contributions of Lawal's pragmatic model to the analysis of
proverbs.
iii.reveal some important aspects of proverbs as tools of effective communication.
Pragmatics:An Overview
Pragmatics remains one of the major fields in language.It is a branch of linguistics that deals with the use of language in a bid to communicate ideas or feelings.Yule(1996)sees pragmatics as "the study of meaning as communicated by a speaker(or writer)and interpreted by a listener (or reader)”.In language analysis,pragmatics has continued to be relevant.This is not unconnected with
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the fact that pragmatics accounts for all rubrics of language analysis.This view-was corroborated by Leech and Short(1987,p.290).They maintain that"pragmatics provides effectiveness in language analysis because it takes into account,the relevance of context which is the feature to understanding an utterance".They observe further that:
The pragmatic analysis of language can be broadly understood to-be the investigation into that aspect of meaning which is derived not from the formal properties of words and constructions but from the way in which utterances are used and how they relate to-the context in which they are uttered.
Adegbija(1999,p.189)is of the view that "language use is of crucial importance".He emphasizes that pragmaticists like Austin(1962),Searle(1969)and Grice(1975)were particularly influential in drawing attention to the fact that-the occasion of an utterance is important and that its context must be understood before the meaning and intention of an utterance can be fully grasped.He finally submits that "pragmatics is interested in the study of language used in particular communicative contexts or situation".
In the field of pragmatics,Adegbija(1999)produced what he referred to as a"balanced and unified theory of pragmatics".In his work,he had built heavily on-the works of earlier pragmaticists such as Searle,Grice,Barch and Harnish.Adegbija lays emphasis on utterance interpretation which involves an inferencing process.He defines an utterance as "any candidate for meaning".This definition goes in line with Grice and other scholars.Like Austin and Searle,Adegbija believes that our acts are performed with words and he stresses further that the effects they produce are not necessarily only hearer-directed.
He argues further that illocutionary acts may be conventional of facts that some illocutionary acts are determined by the intention of the speaker.He postulates further that other factors that may affect the illocutionary acts include the particular situation of social interaction.As part of his contributions to the study-of pragmatics,he propounded a theory known as "pragma-sociolinguistic context".In this theory,Adegbija proposes that the illocutionary acts have nothing to do with the recognition of any fixed or specific intention of the speaker.However,the pragmatics of a situation of social interaction,according to-him may include any of the following conditions:
(a)The cognitive or effective states of the participants in the interaction at hand.
(b)Special relationship obtaining among the participants.
(c)Mutual beliefs,understandings,or lack of these:
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(d)The nature of the discourse and how this relates to the interests of both the hearer and the speaker and to the context of interaction
He is of the view that an illocutionary act always takes place and that perlocutionary sequel or effect always occurs even if these have nothing to do-with the speaker's inferences and that the pragma-sociolinguistic context actually determines what illocutionary act is.He places much importance on hearer's inference in identifying and interpreting illocutionary acts than any fixed intention which the speaker might have.Pragmatic factors according to him vary according to the course of discourse and this has great influence on the illocutionary force of utterances as well as their perlocutionary sequels.Yule(1996)provides accurate and adequate definition of pragmatics and other factors that may affect communication.Osisanwo (2003)dwells much on what effect does communication have on the hearers or listeners through locutionary acts.
Theoretical Framework
This aspects x-rays Lawal's model of the aspect of pragmatic theory andAdegbija's submission on contexts which remain the tools of our analysis.Lawal has contributed immensely to the study of pragmatics through his work titled "A-pragmatic study of selected pairs of Yoruba proverbs".He concentrated his study-on the analysis of twelve different Yoruba proverbs with different meanings and interpretations.His model of the aspect of a pragmatic theory paves way for a-modern way of pragmatic analysis of an utterance.He asserts that no single pragmatic model is considered adequate and he proposes an eclectic approach.
Lawal's Model of the Aspect of a Pragmatic Theory
For the purpose of the analysis of sampled proverbs,Lawal asserts that "no single pragmatic model is considered adequate and that is why an eclectic approach is adopted towards arriving at a synthesized framework".
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LAWAL'S MODEL OF THE ASPECT OFA PRAGMATIC THEORY
Background Structure
CONTEXTSCOMPETENCIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION SPEECH ACTS INFORMATIONCosmologicalCosmologicalPresuppositionalPerlocutionarySociologicalSociologicalConventionalImplicatureSocialSocial-Non-ConventionalMBBSPsychologicalPsychological-IntendedVia-UnintendedSituationalSituationalInferenceLinguisticsLinguisticsillocutionarydirectindirectintendedunintendedconventionalnonconventionalLocutionaryOvert
Source:Osisanwo W.(2003).Discourse analysis and pragmatics.pp.117-119
The context of language is the most fundamental and it covers such components-as the phonological,lexical and syntactic structures of the sentence.This is followed by the situational context which refers to the topic of discourse and the factors of the physical events including concrete objects,persons and locations.The psychological context refers to the background of the mood,attitudes,personal belief and the state of mind of the language users.Next is the social context which is concerned with interpersonal relations among interlocutors.The
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sociological context describes the socio cultural and historical settings.The last is-the 'cosmological context which means the language user's world view.
At the level of competencies,it involves a fairly cumulative order which includes the linguistic,situational,psychological,social,sociological and cosmological.For any pragmatic analysis,background information is very essential as well as implicature,MCBS and inference.Acts could be locutionary,illocutionary and perlocutionary.All these are provided for in this model.
Citing Crystal(1987),Adegbija(1999)asser
Analysis and Presentation of Data
This aspect deals with pragma-contextual analysis of proverbs in Sade Adeniran'sImagine This.The analysis is mainly on pragmatics and context of the proverbs.Imagine This is an epistolary novel which reflects on the agony and experience of the protagonist.Lola,the daughter Ogunwole,finds out that separating from her biological parents spells doom for her.This of course is the effect of broken home which actually contributes to her agony.The rest of this aspect dwells on the analysis of data.
Datum 1:"Whatever the eyes of a dead man see in the burial-yard is caused by death"(p.3).
In the real sense,this proverb is imbued with consequential effect of death on-man's action and inaction.The sense in 'burial-yard's a connotation of the word death'.Conversely,psychological disapproval is also expressed in the proverb asa result of direct illocutionary act involved in the proverb."Burial-yard"in this wise is tantamount to "death".While "death"remains the terminus of every man,"burial-yard"on the other hand is a point of no return which indicates that a corpse can no longer redefine its course.A philosophical proverb of this kind reiterates the need for all to be doing good.However,"burial-yard"is a metaphor for home (heaven)where every man shall be rewarded accordingly while "death"signifies that life is transient,ephemeral and non-permanent.The proverb reveals that man should be held responsible for any misfortune because he is the sole-cause of it.The context also includes situational reference where the consequence
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of man's action is expressed as the content of the discourse.Similarly,the physical setting of the proverb can be linked to a cemetery through the use of the words "burial-yard".Socio-culturally,it is believed that "burial-yard"and "death"are unpleasant words which signal bad occurrence;hence,people are-warned to desist from doing evil because of its consequence.The psychologicaldisorientation is expressed through the words "burial-yard"and "death".The perlocutionary effect of the proverb points to the side-effect of man's action whether good or bad.The proverb presupposes that man is responsible for the consequence of his actions
Datum 2:If hunger forces a farmer to eat both his yam tubers and the seed-yams,the years to come will be worse for the farmer because he will have no yams to eat and none to plant(p.47).
A sound warning is echoed in the proverb affirming the side-effect of ill-providence.Going by the content of the proverb,'hunger is a pre-condition of excess which means that whatever the level of hunger or limited resources,we should be provident and mindful of the future.One cannot eat his cake and still have it.A farmer that consumes all his yam tubers including the seed is bound to experience starvations and hard times in the nearest future.The proverb encourages steadfastness and perseverance as well as the need to summon courage before any challenge at any point in time.
The philosophical belief and assumption of this proverb is that an individual is expected to be frugal and use the available resources judiciously well.References-are made to "yam-tubers"and "seed-yams"to project the physical context of the proverb(farm!).The speaker utters the proverb to warn the hearers so that they can take care of the available resources expectedly.Both "yam-tubers"and "seed-yams"remain metaphors of resources as they both give clear indications of what would be experienced if the farmer is extravagant about them;in this wise,hunger and starvation as expressed in the proverb are the effects of consuming the duo.This is the perlocutionary effect of the proverb.The implication of this proverb lies in the fact that a farmer that consumes both the "yam tubers"and the"seed-yams"is bound to experience hunger in the end."Yam tubers"and "seed-yams"are connotations of resources.
Datum 3:"No matter what the mouth is doing,the eyes usually tells another story"(p.63)
This proverb jettisons man's trust on his fellow man character-wise.It is-confirmed from the proverb that human attitude is indescribable and unpredictable because man's words may not justify his actions.We can adjudge from the proverb that no man is reliable.The proverb juxtaposes good with bad
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accentuating the need to be humane.He whose words are contrary to his actions has no good reputation.The assumption of this proverb is that action does not justify one's attitude.This is to say that human actions may be deceptive but one cannot tell by mere looking at somebody's face.The proverb accentuates the significance of truth and falsehood.It is presupposed that human countenance is deceptive.
Datum 4:"It is not good for a chicken to challenge the lion who is the king of-the jungles,because it stands no chance of winning"(P.80).
The pejorative implication of challenging the constituted authority abound in this proverb.Philosophically,the proverb emphasizes the consequences of challenging the people in the position of authority,who expectedly,should be honored,respected and appreciated.Fighting or challenging the people at the helms of affairs is like looking for a needle in a hay-sack.The proverb presupposes that it is wrong to challenge those in the position of authority because of its effects.It has perlocutionary effect of putting forward the consequences of challenging leaders.The illocutionary function of the proverb is reflected in the verb "challenge".Going by the word "jungles",the physical context is revealed.At the linguistic level,the word "challenge"as used in the proverb sounds a note of warning not to undermine constituted authority.However,both "chicken"and "king of the jungles"connotatively and metaphorically represent two sets of people in the society.While "chicken"connotes the weak ones,"the king of the jungles"on the other hand,represents the powerful ones or who-is-who in the society.The proverb has direct illocutionary effect reiterating an utter fiasco of attempting to fight those who are not only strong but powerful as well.It is understood from the over-all content of the proverb that fighting the people in the position of power is like pursuing an impossible mission.
The proverb has a Marxian philosophy which considers society along two mainlines;the rulers and the ruled;the weak and the powerful;the haves and the have-nots;the privileged and the less-privilege.The rulers who are also identified as the powerful,the haves and the privileged ones have all the resources to oppress-and suppress the ruled who are equally the weak,the have-nots and the less-privileged.Therefore,the latter set of people(the weak)have no wherewithal or resources to fight or challenge the powerful ones.Hence,it will amount to an-utter fiasco!
Datum 5:"Only a madman would go to sleep with his roof on fire"(p.111).One's responsibility is recognized in this proverb.It therefore sees man's responsibility as inevitable A father who is the head of his home must make
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provision for what the family needs.It is believed that a man who is unable to provide for his family sleeps on the roof-which is already on fire.In the same vain,we may also see"the roof on fire"as a circumstantial effect of fight or problem which needs urgent attentions.The proverb underscores the cosmological vision which affirms that we should not run away from our responsibility on the one hand,and the urgent need to do the right thing at the right time on the other.It has the socio-cultural belief that man cannot run away from his responsibilities.
Datum 6:"Words are like bullets.Once they've escaped,you can't catch them"(p.165).
This proverb accords recognition to side-effect of human utterances.Speakers are-cautioned to be extra-careful of what to say because once words are uttered,they-are like raw eggs that fall on the rock which cannot make a whole again.So whatever one says will remain indelible just like a mark made on the rock.It performs direct illocutionary function of warning people against what to say,how to say it and where to say it as well.It gives an implication that we should be very careful of what to say because there is power in tongue.It has socio-cultural,situational and psychological contexts.
Datum 7:Calamity has no voice,suffering cannot speak to tell who is really in distress(p.177)
The proverb is associated with psychological context because of the word distress'.It contains an illocutionary function of warning the hearers since no-one can predict what will happen in the next second.In the proverb,"calamity"and"suffering"are personified for better understanding of the proverb.Both"calamity"and"suffering"are emblematic symbols of problem or plight.None of these two features is written on the face and therefore,one should be cautious of what to do and say.It forewarns that we should shun unnecessary fight or wrangling in order not to be the victims of circumstance
Datum 8:When there are no elders,the town is ruined and when the master-dies,the house is desolate (p.187)
The significance of having the elders around is amplified in this proverb.It is-believed that elders are full of wisdoms and knowledge and therefore,their values are unquantifiable.In this proverb,the cosmological,sociological and psychological contexts are involved.It is the common belief that elders’ role towards moulding,guiding and training the younger ones in the community cannot be brushed aside.In connection with their roles,both "elders"and"masters"as used in this proverb collocate each other because they are respective heads in any African community.The illocutionary function of the proverb is to
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challenge the adult members of the community to wake up to their responsibility for a better society.The words "town"and "house"are a reflection of the physical context which also suggest an indirect illocutionary act of larger society and individual's home.The proverb accentuates the significant roles of the elderly ones in the society cum man's responsibility in his own home.A proverb of this type is relevant when certain things are wrong in the society or when a particular member of the society misbehaves contrarily to the wishes or tradition of a-people.
Datum 9:"A jealous person has no flesh upon them,for however much they feed on jealousy,they will never be satisfied(p.188).
Jealousy is condemned in this proverb as what is inimical.It stresses the strong assumption that those who are jealous can never be satisfied neither can they be pleased and therefore jealousy is an incurable disease.The philosophical belief of-this proverb is that jealousy is a wound that cannot be healed up.In this wise,the proverb has a psychological,cosmological and sociological contexts.The hearers are warned by the speakers that we should be very careful because we are surrounded by bad people.The proverb presupposes that a jealous person cannot-be pleased.
Datum 10:"Because friendship is pleasant,we partake of our friend's entertainment,not because we have not enough to eat in our own house"(p.202).
Friendship is built on love and not on materials or wealth.However,contentment and self-satisfaction should remain the priority in human relationship.The proverb substantiates the need to be humble and humane irrespective of materials-or wealth acquired.Somebody who is contented with his few resources has no cause to belittle himself.This proverb affirms that 'love should remain-paramount and priority in our relationship.The psychological,cosmological and sociological contexts are involved in the proverb.The proverb presupposes that friendship is love and not vice-versa.
Conclusion
From the analysis of proverbs in this study,proverbs remain veritable tools for achieving desirable communicative goals.It has also been revealed through the study that the interpretation of proverbs requires an eclectic approach in order to foreground all aspects of meanings inherent in them.The study also revealed that contexts are important tools of expressing meaning and intentions.More so,a pragma-contextual analysis of proverbs has also indicated some aspects of proverbs which attest to the fact that proverbs are effective tools of communication.
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APPENDIX
1"Whatever the eyes of a dead man see in the burial-yard is caused by death"(p.3).
2 "If hunger forces a farmer to eat both his yam tubers and the seed-yams,the-years to come will be worse for the farmer because he will have no yams to eat-and none to plant"(P.47).
3 "No matter what the mouth is doing,the eyes usually tells another story"(p.63)
4 "It is not good for a chicken to challenge the lion who is the king of the jungles,because it stands no chance of winning"(P.80).
5 "Only a madman would go to sleep with his roof on fire"(p.111).
6 "Words are like bullets.Once they've escaped,you can't catch them"(p.165).
7 Calamity has no voice,suffering cannot speak to tell who is really in distress"(p.177).
8"When there are no elders,the town is ruined and when the master dies,the house is desolate".p.187
9"A jealous person has no flesh upon them,for however much they feed on jealousy,they will never be satisfied"(p.188).
10 "Because friendship is pleasant,we partake of our friend's entertainment,not because we have not enough to eat in our own house"(p.202).
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