ResearchGate

See discussions, stats, and author profiles for this publication at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/369961005

PREPARING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS FOR INCLUSIVE CLASSROOMS:
ADAPTING TO EDUCATIONAL REFORMS

Book - April 2023

CITATIONS READS
0 51

3 authors, including:
Francis Moodu Yakubu ) Kayode Obafemi
University of Alabama Lecturer; Kwara State University
11 PUBLICATIONS 4 CITATIONS 58 PUBLICATIONS 41 CITATIONS

SEE PROFILE SEE PROFILE

All content following this page was uploaded by Francis Moodu Yakubu on 12 April 2023.

The user has requested enhancement of the downloaded file.


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/369961005_PREPARING_EARLY_CHILDHOOD_EDUCATORS_FOR_INCLUSIVE_CLASSROOMS_ADAPTING_TO_EDUCATIONAL_REFORMS?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/369961005_PREPARING_EARLY_CHILDHOOD_EDUCATORS_FOR_INCLUSIVE_CLASSROOMS_ADAPTING_TO_EDUCATIONAL_REFORMS?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francis-Yakubu?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francis-Yakubu?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/University_of_Alabama?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francis-Yakubu?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kayode-Obafemi?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kayode-Obafemi?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kayode-Obafemi?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francis-Yakubu?enrichId=rgreq-8fab6aa15b03f9342e4dbf02fcfb6058-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM2OTk2MTAwNTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE0NDQ1MjM4M0AxNjgxMzE0ODA2ODQ2&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf

» Edited Book =

Educational Reforms
in the

*Modern World:

ISBN: 978-81-962554-0-4



Educational Reforms in the Modern World ISBN: 978-81-962554-0-4

CHAPTER 14
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ADAPTING TO EDUCATIONAL REFORMS
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past few years, there has been an increasing acknowledgment of the significance of
inclusive early childhood education. Inclusive education pertains to providing equal chances
for all children to participate in the same learning environment, regardless of their abilities,
backgrounds, or traits. The objective of inclusive education is to create a classroom that is
diverse and supportive enough to meet the needs of all children. However, to accomplish
this objective, early childhood educators need to receive appropriate training and
preparation to teach in inclusive classrooms, particularly within the framework of
educational reforms. This article delves into the concept of inclusive classrooms, the
challenges and opportunities of readying early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms,
considering the context of educational reforms.

Concept of Inclusive Classroom

An inclusive classroom is a learning environment that values and supports the academic and
social growth of all students, irrespective of their background, abilities, or disabilities
(Bouck, Park, Bassette, & Eklund, 2018). Inclusive classrooms appreciate and celebrate
diversity, and make sure that the instructional approaches, accommodations, and supports
meet the needs of every student (Bouck et al., 2018). The objective of an inclusive
classroom is to offer an accessible and equitable education to all students (Siperstein,
Parker, Bardon, & Widaman, 2007). Inclusive classrooms create a sense of respect and
belonging among all students, and encourage the cultivation of empathy, understanding, and
tolerance (Bouck et al., 2018). Through inclusive methods, students can develop a positive
attitude towards diversity and learn to value the unique strengths and perspectives of their
peers (Siperstein et al., 2007)
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Recent studies have shown that inclusive classrooms can have positive impacts on both
students with and without disabilities. In a study conducted by Nelson et al. (2020), it was
found that inclusive classrooms were beneficial for the social and emotional development of
students with autism while also enhancing the social skills of typically developing peers.
Additionally, a meta-analysis by Hines et al. (2021) confirmed that inclusive classrooms can
improve academic performance in students with disabilities while also increasing social
competence and self-esteem for all students.

To create an inclusive classroom, the National Center on Universal Design for Learning
(CAST) emphasizes the need for a safe and welcoming environment for all students (CAST,
2018). One effective strategy for achieving this is by implementing universal design for
learning (UDL) principles, which involve providing multiple means of representation,
expression, and engagement to support diverse learners. Teachers can use a variety of
instructional materials and technologies to present information in different formats, provide
options for students to express their understanding in various ways, and offer a range of
activities and tasks to engage students with different interests and preferences.

Challenges of Preparing Early Childhood Educators for Inclusive Classrooms

In many countries across the globe, inclusive education has emerged as a crucial priority,
highlighting the significance of granting equitable learning prospects to all students,
including those with disabilities, in the same classroom setting (UNESCO, 2017). As a
consequence, it has become essential to train early childhood educators to teach in inclusive
classrooms, as underlined by Forlin, Loreman, Sharma, and Earle (2011). Nevertheless,
although the importance of inclusive education is growing, there exist various difficulties in
preparing teachers for this approach. This article will discuss some of these challenges.

Lack of Specialized Training: Limited availability of specialized training poses a primary
obstacle for early childhood educators in inclusive classrooms, as per the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) (2019). Most teacher education
programs do not offer coursework or field experiences that focus specifically on inclusive
education, thus causing a lack of knowledge and skills necessary to teach effectively in
inclusive classrooms. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) (2017)
conducted a study that found only 17% of early childhood educators felt very well prepared
to work with children with disabilities, indicating the need for improved training. Absence
of training leads to educators feeling unprepared and overwhelmed when working with
children with disabilities, resulting in negative impacts on their educational outcomes. To
support children with diverse needs, teacher education programs must offer specialized
training and resources to enable early childhood educators to provide quality education. By
doing so, inclusive classrooms can become a reality, and children with disabilities can be
supported to reach their full potential.

Lack of Resources and Support: Educators in the early childhood domain encounter a
challenge of insufficient resources and support while teaching in inclusive classrooms. They
are expected to modify their teaching techniques and curriculum to cater to the needs of all
children without appropriate assistance, resulting in a daunting task for even the experienced
ones (NAEYC, 2015). Furthermore, educators may come across opposition from colleagues
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or parents who do not support inclusive education, which can negatively impact their
confidence and success in teaching.

Time constraints: The preparation of early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms
can be impacted by significant barriers, one of which is time constraints (Etscheidt &
Bartlett, 2013). Teachers frequently face competing demands and limited time to plan and
execute effective instruction. The preparation for the diverse needs of students in an
inclusive classroom is often a time-consuming process that involves additional planning and
preparation, as indicated by Rodriguez and Rosser (2018). In certain instances, teachers may
lack sufficient time to provide individualized support to students with disabilities, as stated
by Klassen, Lynch, and Raine (2016).

Opportunities of Preparing Early Childhood Educators for Inclusive Classrooms
Despite these challenges, there are many opportunities to prepare early childhood educators
for inclusive classrooms.

Meeting the Needs of All Children: The National Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) states that preparing early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms
is crucial to meeting the needs of all children (NAEYC, 2017). Inclusive classrooms, which
embrace diversity and accommodate various learning styles, abilities, and backgrounds, are
defined by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). To effectively teach in
such classrooms and create a positive learning environment, early childhood educators must
be equipped with the necessary training and resources (McLeskey et al., 2017).

Improving Learning Outcomes: Several research studies have suggested that inclusive
classrooms can lead to improved learning outcomes for all students, including those with
disabilities (Dyches, Wilder, Sudweeks, & Obiakor, 2004; Pfeiffer, 2011; UNESCO, 2009).
In order to effectively support students with varying learning needs, early childhood
educators must be equipped to teach in inclusive classrooms (Giangreco & Doyle, 2007,
Pfeiffer, 2011). Developing an inclusive classroom environment can facilitate positive
relationships, enhance self-esteem, and encourage social-emotional growth among students
(Derman-Sparks & Edwards, 2010; UNESCO, 2009).

Encouraging Collaboration: Various studies have emphasized the importance of early
childhood educators being prepared for inclusive classrooms. This preparation can promote
collaboration among educators, families, and other professionals (Barnes, 2019; Dockett &
Perry, 2016). To meet the diverse needs of all children, inclusive classrooms require a
collaborative approach (Dunst et al., 2017). Early childhood educators can establish a
network of support, working alongside families and other professionals to ensure that each
child receives the necessary assistance to achieve success (Dockett & Perry, 2016).

Promoting Equity: Inclusive classrooms strive to provide every child with access to
highquality education, irrespective of their abilities and background. To address systemic
inequalities and promote equity in early childhood education, the NAEYC (2021)
emphasizes the importance of preparing early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms.
By fostering a sense of belonging and acceptance for all students, an inclusive classroom
environment can ensure that every child has an equal opportunity to learn and succeed
(National Institute for Early Education Research, 2021). Thus, early childhood educators
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have a critical role to play in providing all students with the level of attention and support
they need to thrive in the classroom.

Enhancing Professional Development: The National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) emphasizes the importance of preparing early childhood
educators for inclusive classrooms, as it provides an opportunity for professional growth
(NAEYC, 2018). Inclusive classrooms require unique skills and knowledge that go beyond
traditional teaching practices (Ghavifekr & Zakaria, 2016). By equipping early childhood
educators with the necessary skills, knowledge, and strategies, they can enhance their
professional development and adapt to different educational environments (Bennett, Deluca,
& Bruns, 2018).

Strategies for Preparing Early Childhood Educators for Inclusive Classrooms

To effectively implement inclusive education in early childhood classrooms, educators must
possess the appropriate knowledge, skills, and attitudes to work effectively with diverse
groups of children and families. There are several strategies that can be employed to prepare
early childhood educators for teaching in inclusive classrooms, which are outlined below:

Professional development and training: To prepare early childhood educators for
inclusive classrooms, effective strategies include professional development and training
programs. These programs equip educators with the necessary knowledge and skills to
support the learning and development of children from diverse backgrounds. Workshops,
conferences, and online courses are some of the formats that can be used for professional
development (NAEYC, 2019).

Collaborative partnerships: Collaborative partnerships offer another approach to prepare
early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms. Chandler, Brown, and Martino (2016)
suggest establishing partnerships between early childhood programs, families, and
community organizations to provide resources and support to educators. For example,
partnerships with local disability organizations can offer resources and training on how to
work with children with disabilities. Community organizations can also provide insights into
families’ diverse cultures and beliefs, enabling educators to create culturally responsive
curricula (Cortez, 2016; Jamar, 2017). By collaborating with community organizations,
educators can create an environment where all children are valued, respected, and
appreciated for their unique identities and cultures (NAEYC, 2019; DEC, 2014).
Technology-based training: The National Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) suggests that incorporating technology into early childhood educator
training can effectively prepare them for inclusive classrooms (NAEYC, 2018). This can be
done through various methods such as online courses, webinars, and video tutorials,
allowing for flexible learning and easy access to information on inclusive education.

Classroom observation and mentoring: Another effective strategy for preparation is
classroom observation and mentoring, as recommended by the NAEYC (2018). Classroom
observation enables educators to receive feedback on areas where support or improvement is
needed, while mentoring pairs them with experienced professionals who can offer guidance
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and support as they navigate the challenges of teaching in inclusive classrooms (Buettner &
Jeon, 2019). Research indicates that both strategies can help educators develop their
teaching skills and create inclusive learning environments, leading to better outcomes for
their students (Buettner & Jeon, 2019).

Culturally responsive and anti-bias education: In line with Derman-Sparks and Edwards
(2010), the implementation of culturally responsive and anti-bias education is a fundamental
approach for early childhood educators in establishing classrooms that are inclusive.
Culturally responsive education emphasizes the value of all children and families by
showing respect for their diverse cultures and backgrounds. In addition, educators should be
knowledgeable about the cultural beliefs and practices of their students and integrate them
into the curriculum (NAEYC, 2019). Conversely, anti-bias education educates educators on
how discrimination and bias impact children and families. It involves implementing
strategies that promote fairness, equity, and inclusivity in the classroom (Derman-Sparks &
Edwards, 2010). According to Derman-Sparks (2013), anti-bias education is intended to
equip educators with the skills to challenge and counter biases and stereotypes, build
children's selfesteem and identity, and foster positive relationships among children from
diverse backgrounds. In conclusion, culturally responsive and anti-bias education
approaches are essential for educators to be equipped to teach in classrooms that are diverse.
By utilizing these strategies, educators can create a safe and welcoming learning
environment for all children and families.

Conclusion

The preparation of early childhood educators for inclusive classrooms is an ongoing and
multifaceted process, particularly in light of educational reforms. Nevertheless, educators
can establish an encouraging and diverse learning environment that caters to the
requirements of all children by tackling the obstacles and prospects of inclusive education
and executing efficacious techniques. As the realm of early childhood education progresses,
it is imperative for educators to receive sufficient training to instruct in inclusive classrooms
and adjust to educational reforms.
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