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Abstract
ﬂm:'fn history, including its cultural history, has relied primarily on oral and
written accounts, which are limited in exploring the history of Hlorin before the
mid-18" century. Yer, llorin is believed to have been founded between the 15™
and 16" centuries and to have developed into 'a very important centre in
northern Yoruba land many centuries before 1800, In view of the limitations of
oral and written sources in providing information on pre-19" century llorin,
series of archaeological reconnaissance surveys were carried out in the city over
the last ten years. These efforts have yielded a lot of cultural entities including
potsherd pavements, pottery, grinding hollows, and bones in some parts of Horin.
The potsherd pavements in particular are stylistically in herringhone pattern.
These bear striking resemblance to the potsherd pavements of Daima, Lake Chad
area, Kabrais districts in Togo, Nupe, keja, He-Ife, Wushishi in the Kaduna
Valley, and Ibadan among others. Based on the range of potsherds and potsherd
pavements recently discovered, this paper, therefore, examines the historical
significance of the artifacts with a view to throwing light on the material culture
history of Norin. The paper argues that the material finds are capable of
shedding more light on pre-f&"'r’ century cultural history of Horin, and thus calls
for the protection of these materials as they are endangered by human activities

and other natural phenomena.

Artefacts are the physical products or traces of human
activity, Like objects, they have importance because of their
materiality or correctness, and become the subject of
retrospective interpretation and ordering. Artefacts are

generally regarded as symbolic of some prior aspect of
culiural or social activity. (Gronenborn 1996)
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’Il"here is no doubt that llorn has received scholarly attention as attested to by the

wide range of available literature on its histqr}f. The historiography of Horip,
however, shows that there has heen little effort in the EWPIDFmEﬂt of Em::hucnlug},
qs sources of its history. Thus, there has been njm::h reliance on oral and Written
sources. which do not provide reliable information for _thc period t?ﬁrpre the lage
18" century and are full of a number of yet to be reconciled {fnntrad1ctauns. While
information provided in oral and written sources miy be disputed as they haye
always been, archaeological artifacts such as potsherd pavements and pottery
objects remain undisputable concrete evidence that have the potential of shedding
abundant light on the obscure and contested aspects of the past of a people and

place.

To start with, it must be admitted that this paper is not an attempt at a scientific
examination or analysis of the Ilorin artifacts. Rather, it is an exploration of the
historical significance of the archaeological artifacts discovered in Ilorin for
possible reconstruction of the history of early settlements in the llorin area as
well as Tlorin’s cultural history. “Culture” as used in the title of this paper refers
to “material culture”, which “consists of any physical manifestation or product of
culture” and the study of which is based mainly on collection and examination of
material objects (artifacts) made\procured, used and left behind by past peoples.
Professionals such as archaeologists, anthropologists, art historians, and
ethnographers study artifacts to draw inferences and make interpretations about
past developments. Historians make use of reports by these specialists so as 0
reconstruct or to shed some light on obscure aspects of the past, particularly
where and when oral and written sources of information are scanty or
unavailable,

The impetus for this paper is derived from the immense contributions, which
studies on material culture have made to our knowledge and understanding of
pre-historic period and peoples, In the Nigerian area, for instance, information
about the widely acknowledged culture and civilizations of Nok, Daima, He.ml}.
lle-Ife, Tgbo-Ukwu, etc. has been made possible largely from the study of their
artifacts. Thus, given the undisputable nature of archacological evidence in
historical reconstruction of pre-literate societies, a systematic archacological
historical and ethnographic research in llorin area would greatly add to oW
knowledge of the city and its material culture. We are also concerned about the
fact that Ilorin potsherd pavements and other artifacts possibly buried undernealh
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be threatened and conse
m quent]
; not made to preserve them. Y exposed to u

nmitigated destruction, if effort

[lorin: Gengraphica! and Historical Backe
]:],E,I-iﬂ1 the focus Ell: t|11..!-: paper, is located in Ilai:';llml’.l
goscribed as the “Middle Belt” of Nigeri [w‘?“":ﬁ“*ml part of what is today
joscribed as “Yoruba Frontier” (Usm: & It is also part of what has been
: (Usman, 2012) and, si

sthernmost frontier of the Sokoto Cali nd, since ¢.1823, has been the
BV North and : DED Caliphate, Situated on latitude 8° 24'North
and 8 355 : D50 I_'D"g““d‘: 4" 10°East and 4” 36 East, th i '

. originally occupies an area_of st, the ancient city of
Jlorin OFSF e ﬂfﬂdzﬂf about 16 to 20 square miles. Presently
occupying an area of about 100km® (Ajadi ef al 2011; 24-30), it is built on low
hills in the transitional zone between the open Savanna to the north and the forest
egion to the south. Both the rainy and dry seasons are experienced at intervals in
the ared. F.amfalll usually starts in March, although it may begin at times in April
or May and continues till October. The wettest months are July, September and
October while the hottest period is usually from January to March (Kolawole éf
a1 2011: 17-24. The months of November and December are usually dominated

by harmatlan.

ooded savanna. In the past, much of llorin

The vegetation is the thickly w
with several trees including

landscape was dominated by thick bushes adormned
(Parkia Biglobosa), Mango

Shea Butter (Bufyrospermuin parkii), Locusl Bean
wa ausiralis), palm

(Magnifera indica), Silk cotton tree or “Igi Gbewuy Egun™ (Typ!
tree (Elaeis guineensis), “Jgi Ipin” (Ficus exasperata), 12 Isin” (Blighia sapida),
from which rosaries were made)

Iei Tesuba (a type of tree, now said to be extinct,
and lgi Eke Ebo (used for roofing purposes), Baobab (Adansonia digitata) and
Bamboo (Oxytennantherd abyssinica). Today, the vegetation is made up of tall

grasses including the spear grass and elephant grass as well as such trees as the
Biighia sapida, acacia, Shea butter and locust bean among others (Ajadi et al

n include undulating land, the Precambrian
| with sodium and low fertility. Lateritic soil,
onstitute the major soil types due to the

leaching of minerals nutrients of the soil’ as a result of the high seasonal rainfall

ind high temperature (Ajadi éf al, 2011). The city 18 abundantly blessed with
:Esenfn of clay, which is widely located in different parts of the city. In the
if;t“m part of the city, the elevation of the land ranges from 2‘_F3m to 333m (that

00 feet to 1,100 feet) above sea level while the elevation if the eastern part

The geological features of Iori
hu‘Ht'u?nt complex rock, loamy soi
decording to Ajadi et al, ‘tends to €
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i feet .

ies from 273m to 364m (that is 900 Doing
b the Scbi hill with an slevation of 394m (1,300 feet) above sy .
g 1978: 1'}’,_25; Ajadl et m’, 201]). In [el.ms 0

(Oyegun 1985: 3-5; Balogun, the Asa River and its tributary streams inclugy,

drainage, the city is drained by . A
Odo-Ag]uko Odali()kun, Amule, Alalubosa, Osere and Foma streams (Ajadj al

2011; Kolawole et al, 2011).

The above features provide for an environment gnd cond{tlons t!lat are suitab)e
for various occupational activities including farming, hunting, animal hUSbandry
as well as pottery making. Ilorin’s location between two ecological and econorje
zones made the area attractive to various groups of people and hence benefit frop,
the steady flow of migrants, trade and traders from both the Savanna and fore
zones, that is Hausa land and Borno to the north and Yoruba land to the south,
Ilorin’s emergence as a major political, military and economic centre that played
important roles in the socio-economic, political and cultural exchanges between
peoples of the different zones has not been in doubt. Its central position in the
socio-economic and political relations between the north and south of the Nigeria
antedate the emirate period. Two of the three major trade routes that connected
the Old Oyo, Eastern Yoruba land and the coast passed through Ilorin from
Katunga (Faluyi 1999: 45-65). Given its strategic location close to major
crossings of the Niger River, the Ilorin area served as an entrépot in the Trans-
Saharan Trade between the northern/Savanna region and the Old Oyo Empire. In
addition to the centrality of its location in north-central Nigeria, the convergence
of different ethnic groups in Ilorin was further enhanced by the relative security it
enjoyed during the turbulent period in Old Oyo and the socio-economic
opportunities it afforded settlers.

Historically, until the late 18" century, Tlorin is reckoned to be in the Ekun Osi
(metropolitan) provinces of the Old Oyo Empire. The date\period of its
founding, the identities of its founder(s), circumstance of its founding and much
of its early history have, however, continued to be subjects of claims and

counter-claims until very recent times. For instance, the “earliest settlers” of |

“founders™ of Ilorin are given as ‘Yoruba hunter(s)’ variously indentified as 0jo
Isekuse, Eminla and Asaju. There is also a claim that a “Baruba” family, whosé
identity and circumstances of settlement are yet to be provided, antedated
Yoruba presence in Ilorin. Laderin, another Yoruba personality identified as the
“founder and first ruler of Ilorin” is described as ‘a farmer from Oyo who came
to Idi-Ape in Ilorin in search of farmland’ (Johnson 1976; Jimoh 1994; Onikok?
1992; Hasan and Jawondo 2006; Omoiya 2011; ADU: 1997). Though very little

TSR
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;s known about these Lﬂﬂi\"i{luals and their periods in Tlorin, what is fairly certain
' that tlhﬂj.f ‘TT_E pro ﬁhl}f ﬂttra::_tcd to Tlorin area because of some of its geo-
economic and industrial potentials including opportunities for hunting wild

animals, availability of resource(s) for farming and iron working activities
among others.

Between the late 18 century and c. 1824, Tlorin became enmeshed in the
wrbulent politics of Oyo-lle as Afonja, the rebel Commander-in-Chief of Old
Oyo army, made _lhﬂ settlement his military stronghold and attracted other
people whose ambitions and activities shaped the course of llorin history. With
particular reference to the theme of this paper, Afonja’s era (c.1796-c.1824) is
explained to have witnessed the influx of people as well as the transfer of such
industries as pottery making and bead making from Old Oyo to Ilorin (O'Hear,
1986; 1993). Afonja’s era is also associated with the advent of Sholagberu and
his political leadership of Oke Suna, “a predominantly Muslim trading
settlement” (Reichmuth 2010: 213-239) originally located on the outskirts of
ancient Ilonn (Lloyd 1971: 40-47; Johnson, 1976: 194, 201: Jimoh, 1994:
Hermon-Hodge 1929: 67). Most of the artifacts reported in this paper are located
within Oke Suna. However, the conclusion that Oke Suna was essentially a
Yoruba settlement and that its leader, Sholagberu, was of Yoruba origin have
been contested and refuted in Ilorin traditions, which maintain that Sholagberu
was of Kanur origin while the population of Oke Suna was an admixture of
Yoruba, Kanuri. Nupe, Gwari, Baruba among others (Cf. Johnson, 1971;
Hogben and Kirk-Green, 1993: 286, 289; Jimoh, 1994: 10-11, 52; Onikoko,

1992: 2; Reichmuth, 1995: 35-34).

The transformation of Ilorin into an emirate in the third decade of the 19
century, following a Fulani-led Islamic movement, led to the destruction of Oke
Suna and the dispersal of its inhabitants to difff:mntl parts of the emergent Ilorin
tity and possibly other settlements outside Ilorin (Jimba 1990: 83; Jimoh 1994:
70-75; Herman-Hodge 1929: 67). One of the major developments in Ilorin area
from the late 18" century when Old Oyo started to disintegrate until its final
sack by Ilorin in c.1836 was the steady influx, seitlement and integration of
Various groups of people. Today, it is acknowledged that the people and non-
Material culture of Tlorin are products of an admixture of such linguistic and
Culture groups as the Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani, Kar!uﬁ’ PXpE;, ?E!aruha, Sudﬂ"ﬁ-ﬁ’
Malians and Dend; among others. However, a similar conclusion on the material
CUlture, jtself a product of social activity among the.people and the indigenous

*afts and industries of Tlorin, has not been made.
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[lorin pottery, weaving, bead-makiﬁg

‘no Olaoye, 1990; O’He

E old Kingdom ( : - Tear, 199
tr.':ldltmn[s1 and thosvaS gg&geunderp the advent of these mdugln.es in Tlorip Ea
1993). These source nd the presence of Afonja in oy, One

: Id Oyo a -
the period of the collapse of O y is that prior to the disintegration of Q4

of the implications of such submission _
Oyo Emp?re the Ilorin region was either sparsely populated or did not share i,

the wider current of civilization Or cultural. development l?y p{laoplics in place

around it. In other words, in terms of material culture, the 1mpllcz|1t10ns are thyg

the Tlorin region had no culture history at 1§ﬂ§t_ bﬂfﬂfﬂllgﬂo an-d dl_d not recejye

from or contribute to ancient culture and civilization 1rf the ngenan area. The

recently discovered potsherd pavements and other artifacts in parts .Df Tlorin

suggest that the city had long traditions of pottery and other crafts (including

iron working) than has been widely acknowledged. Although, there are as yet no

adequate oral or written information on the period beforeilage 18" century i

Tlorin, the archaeological finds tend to corroborate the submission recently made

that “without doubt, the summation of various interpretation of Ilorin history is

that the town had been a very important centre in northern Yorubaland for many
centuries before the beginning of the 19" century” (Danmole 2012). What then
could have made Ilorin “very important” in northern Yorubaland, “centuries”
prior to 18007 Was it its iron production, which Samuel Johnson says gave
Ilorin its name? Was it the weapons of war and other iron tools which were very
crucial to economic and military activities in the region? Was it the well
decorated pottery production or the architectural attributes as well as the
utilitarian functions of its pottery products? Was it its strategically central
location for trading or was it the role Ilorin played in socio-cultural and
economic exchanges between peoples from the savannah and forest zones long
before 1800 that made it popular? It is these and other germane questions we
must I‘ESPODd to, applying the historical and material sources, in order to unravel
the considerations that were responsible for placing Ilorin on the pinnacle of the
famous before the beginning of the 19" ¢.

us arts
ween

Oyo
inned

Available works on infiigcno
overwhelming connection bet

Methods and Data Collection

The data for this paper was derived from a seres of arc:h,:af',ﬂlﬂ‘gi"al
reconnaissance surveys carried out within Tlorin metro olis between 2002 ar
I:igl 2; ?‘Efﬁnhof was privileged to have observed potsheI:'d pavements ((P1at° 1a],
(ICCSI?[S) 3{1)-Ii 21") at the premises of Ilorin Comprehensive High Scm?ﬂ
nom as a History teacher in that school in the year 2002. Rock hollo¥s,
ateritic outcrops (Plate 3c: located 04° 32 04’") were alst; observed & e
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remises of Sheikh Alimi Primary §
information from informants indicafhml
avements in other locations althg es t

Fn near ICOHS. Subsequently, oral
e presence of similar potsherd

_ ugh n i
functional purposes. Based on thj ol Ch'les . e
IS oral evidence, more reconnaissance were

carried out between 2005
pavements before they are toti:;{j geptembﬂ 2012 to document the potsherd
by the author, traces and act !}’ estroyed. During the conduct of investigation
were observed in three oth ual remains of the herringbone potsherd pavement
ot Oovemaidit Ty & er locations within Ilorin. These include the premises
Education, Ilorin (w);th e{ioli}dary School, Odo-Okun, Kwara State College of
Street, A {fewol B al least three different locations) and along Ogaminana
et Ols Estate, n‘m“- The remains of the potsherd pavements are still
ws{:ble’m ﬂf" l%catl?ns in the premises of College of Education, Tlorin (Located
gg[;l 04’*; 04° 32’ 29°") and at Adewole Estate (04° 31’ 35°") as of January

Of the four areas where potsherd pavements have been documented in Ilorin, one

of the sites (ICOHS premises) would appear not to have been among the areas

(hamlets or villages) usually given as having made up the pre-emirate Ilorin

conglomerate. However, an account suggests that it was probably part of Oke

Suna settlement (Onikoko 1992: 2). The other threg sites (Kwara State College of
Education, Odo-Okun and Adewole Estate) are believed to be part of Oke Suna
and are very close to the (wo rock hollow centres that are now being identified as
“Oke Suna”. Prior to the arrival of Shaikh Alimi in c.1817, Oke Suna is
acknowledged to have been an autonomous settlement located on the outskirts of
what was then Ilorin although there seems 0 have been considerable interaction
between Oke Suna and other quarters in Ilorin particularly Afonja’s side (Lloyd
1971: 40-47; Johnson 1976: 193-4, 200; Jimoh 19’5_*4': _52;. Agba_biaka 2004).
Sequel to Shaikh Alimi’s settlement and religious act:wities in Ilonn,'()‘_kc Suna
became part of the emergent Ilorin Muslim community und'cr the religious and
spiritual Jeadership of Alimi though Sholagberu still remained the undisputed

political and military leader of Oke Suna.
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Plate la

Plate 1d

Plates 1a, b, c and d: Potsherd Pavements at ICOHS, Adewole Estate and
KWACOED, Ilorin

i neel R Oke Suna settlement was located around
the site of rock hollows in the premises of Institute of Technology (IOT) of
Kwara State Polytechnic, near University of Ilorin’s former Mini-Campus.
Today, the site is considered ‘sacred’ and venerated by some Muslim
worshippers who visit it for various spiritual and religious purposcs. pore
traditional accounts, however, suggest that the settlement was much more
extensive than usually thought to be (Onikoko 1992: 2; Jimoh 1994: 32
Agbabiaka 2004). This submission is corroborated by other accounts, i
identify another site with rock hollows located off Olorunsogo\Westem Reservolr
Road as “Oke” or “Apata Suna” (As-Sayouti, 2012). Onikoko (1992: 2) s
indicates that the settlement probably exiended to areas off Asa Dam and Umard
Saro Roads. Unlike the widely known Oke Suma rock in the IOT premises, ;
“Apata Suna” rock in Olorunsogo area is more elevated and is also pocrRE
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centre of religious venerat;
. tion and g g .
modern mMosque right on top of the rmalft“’ltles following the construction of a

The ancient Oke Suna settle

m R
17 century AD, was dests ent, which is reported to have been founded in the

protracted struggle betwee oyed and cvacuated in the early 19" century after a
. n Sholagberu, its leader, and the nascent Ilorin emirate

:‘;’éhr?lzgl-i;ﬁifl‘ng Its destruction and forced evacuation, about 188 years ago,
ains abandoned by the inhabitants of th 1 h ith
been destroyed during the final sackine of th F Betiemens favie Bt
the passage of time. The Ilorin hgo the settlement or gradually buried with
i T % hestital To bt o s SO i
b Gl & abitants of the location or those associated with

th una community probably in the period between the 17™ and
e_ﬁfl?g’ 197 centuries. An examination of the artifacts and their historical
significance becomes more pertinent and imperative in view of the absence of
reports of similar artifacts in core areas such as Idi-Ape (believed to have been
the nucleus of Ilorin) and Okelele-Dada axis (explained to be ‘the main centre of
pottery production’ in Ilorin). There is also the controversial nature of “Okuta-
llorn” vis-a-vis the myths of origin and founding of Ilorin. To get a fair
understanding of the archaeological and historical significance of the artifacts
observed and collected in the course of our investigation, a number of reports and
studies on similar finds across Nigeria and beyond were examined. Among the
preliminary inferences one can draw from these studies vis-a-vis the Ilorin
potsherd pavements and other surface pottery collected is that Olfc Suna was an
carlier centre of human habitation and cultural development in Ilorin.
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Fig. 1: Tlorin and environs and the locations of the potsherd pavements
(1, 3 and 5) and the rock hollows (2, 4 and 6).

Results and Discussion: Significance of Artifacts with particular reference to
Ilorin Potsherd Pavements and Pottery Materials

Potsherds, the main materials for this paper, are pieces of broken poitery, which
would ordinarily appear (to the lay man) to be waste products from pottery
making activities, accidental or willful destruction of earthenware. In actual fact
potsherds were broken pieces from vessels that had once performed different
functions in the people’s ways of life. Potsherd pavements, on the other hand,
may be described as paved ways, floors, courtyards, etc. made from the ingenious
use of pottery sherds to make various patterns on the earth. Such fascinating
patterns were made by the laying of sherds (sometimes with quartz ston®®
cobbles and pebbles) flat or by pressing them in edgeways on the earth floo™
'Sherds were also at times set side by side to make straight rows (Shaw 1979: 145
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155). Such pattern of columns that emerged when sherds were pressed In

doeways and slanting para i ;
:aigsherd pavement, & parallel lines is known as the ‘herringbone’ design of

ﬁi?'ﬁfiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ (Plates 1a, b, ¢, and d) are of the herringbone varicty
2w 1979). Though thi extremely durable and can stand up to a lot of wear”
(Shaw 1979). Though this type of potsherd pavement is described as a prominent
and distinctive feature m‘: the ancient Ife culture, it is particularly acknowledged
to have been wm&spﬁfﬂ'-jl in the West African sub-region. Apart from Ile-Ife, other
places where the stylistic variety of the herringbone potsherd pavement has also
been discovered in West Africa include Daima and Kursakata (in Borno), the Sao
mounds and Amkunchu (in the Chad Republic), Kabrais District (in Togoland) as
well as in Nupe, ‘r"_r'ushishi (in the Kaduna Valley), Ila Orangun, Iresi, Esie, Oro
(in north-central Nigeria), Yelwa (Kebbi State), Tkeja (Lagos State) and in Ibadan
(Oyo State) among others (Aghaje-Willems 1987: 23-31; Shaw 1980: 23-33;
Aiyedun 1984; Gronenborn 1996, 1998; Adekola 2012; Usman 2012). The size
of the Ilorin potsherd pavements ranges from 3.05 metres by 1.8 metres to 4.5 by
5 metres. They seem to have been exposed by erosion and reduced to their
- present small size by human activities such as construction works, farming,

trampling, movement, etc.

Potsherd pavements have been subjects of extensive archaecological studies in
various parts of the world. In Nigeria, various potsherd pavement sites have been
excavated and studied and the results have been very astonishing and
informative. Being archaeological artifacts and concrete historical and cultural
evidence, the significance of the potsherd pavements lies in various clues they
could offer, especially when other artifacts are recovered, for historical
reconstruction. Generally, the potsherd pavements are strong indications of the
existence of human settlement and particularly of a group of skilled craftsmen
and women who made the artifacts. As evidence of human habitation, careful
study of potsherd pavements and other related artifacts including charcoal
samples have been used to obtain radiocarbon dates for settlements and cultural
activities.
The earl: . 1ance of potsherd pavement in West Africa is suggested to be
thgﬁ:::{;;:ti;::f;i;;l ha,.f been dated to 650 AD (Gronenbomn 1996: 449-460).
of potsherd pavements in Ile-Ife are reported

The «i . desi
he sites of the herringbone design ing from the 11" century (Lafogido),

to have vielded radio-carbon dates rangt _
Lo (ita ;, o ooy to carly 14" ¢. (Obalacd) (Shaw 1980: 23-53; Agbaje
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1978: 23-31; Usman 2003). Thus, it is now established that Ife pmshmi
pavements were among the material culture that represented the “Classigy
Period” of Ife art and culture, which lasted from 11" to the 16™ centuries (Usman
2012: 54, 92). Radiocarbon dates from other potsherd pavement sites include |3%
to 14" centuries for the Old Oyo; 14" century for Itagumodi in Tjesaland ang
Benin in the Edo region, (Shaw, 1980; Usman, 2012). Although these dates shgy
a difference of between 200 and 500 years prior to some of the supposed dates of
the founding of Ilorin, it is hoped that further excavation and study of Horip
potsherd pavements are likely to help clarify some of the controversies aroung
the dates and perhaps circumstances of the founding of Ilorin and the industrial
pre-occupation of ‘earliest settlers’ in the area. In other words, archacological
study of Ilorin potsherd pavements could provide a temporal context for the
pavements, which may either be earlier or later than some of the presumed
date(s) of the founding of Ilorin, which range from the 15 the century ("1450”)
through 16™ and 17" to the late 18" centuries. (Onikoko 1992: L; Jimoh 1994: 25;
Na-Allah 1994: 29-50; Wikipedia 2011; Osogbue 2011; Omoiya, 2012)

At present, the latter date (1.e. “late 18" century™) re-echoes the erroneous
assumption made by a colonial officer that ‘Tlorin is not an old settlement’ (NAK
ILORINPROF 4 900/1912: para. 17) and must have been informed by the
absence of archaeological and historical researches\reports about Ilorin’s ‘early
history at least in the period before late 18" century. For instance, more studies
seem to have been carried out on Ilorin’s indigenous handicrafts since the 1800s
(Alabi 1983; O’Hear 1936: 175-192; Anifowose 1984; Olaoye 2005: 114-127,
2002) than actual archacological study of possible remains of its earlier
indigenous industries including the pottery and metal industries and by extension
the accompanying material culture. This is in spite of the fact that other
settlements around Ilorin such as Old Oyo, Esie, Ibara, Igbaja, and Ajase to
mention just a few have continued to receive the attention of archacologists up 10
recent times (Soper 1975; Steven 1978; Willett 1960: 59-77; Usman 2003: 149-
169: 2005:141-168; 2012; Aremu 2006: 55-63; Aleru, 2006; Aleru and Adekola
2008: 1-16; Aleru, 2010). One of the major conclusions from some of these
studies is that the ‘Yoruba Frontier’, within which Ilorin is located, had been
inhabited prior to the arrival of immigrant populations from various parts of
Yoruba-speaking areas. Usman’s study also confirms the ‘presence
aumchthﬂni:ms population in the region at a date earlier than (or at least
contemporary with) any so far known in Ife or Old Oyo’ (Usman 2012: 11, 14).
These conclusions were, of course, arrived at after archaeological studies ¢
similar finds as potsherd pavements and other ceramics in those areas.
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Furthermore, potsherd pav _
for which they were maﬂe.ﬁit:‘: T;? d various functional and aesthetic purposes
cite might have been use v, THEY ate strong indications of what a particular

. : d for althoush this de ,
discovered in the course of cxcavati%n : pends on what other mﬂtﬂﬂﬂl? are
objccts and other information availabl , mfircnms drawn from such associated
have been described as ‘architectural n; on t em. Ger:lcral!}', pﬂtshard pavements
‘oads, courtyards and resid ra l:ﬂtu_res associated with temples, shnines,
Gronenborn 1998: ences (Ogundiran 2000: 35-41; Usman 2012: 95;

Sl 998: 225-259). For instance, it has been inferred that the Ife sites
c:tr:n.i ahnve_ m1rgh1t have variously been a shrine, an altar or a courtyard while a
pamm..llar site is indeed identified with the burial site of an Ooni of Ife called
Lafogido (Eluwa 1988: 8, 82; Agbaje-Willems 1987:23-31). Other functions of
potsherd pavements are identified to include “to prevent compounds from being
washed away by erosion or overgrown by bushes, as architectural decoration of
yards, and for protecting the family “first-aid box”, called egiri usually a pot of
medicine embedded in the center of the compound”™ (Usman, 2012: 35).

In addition to their functional uses, it has also been suggested that potsherd
pavements are indicators of a stable way of life and an urban culture. Hence,
those already identified and excavated in various parts of Yoruba land and Benin,
for instance, have been suggested to be material indicator of urbanization in the
Yoruba and Edo region between the 11" and 15™ centuries (Agbaje-Williams

1998; Usman 2012: 90, 95.96). This significance of potsherd pavements is
uses particularly their architectural use to

related to some of their functional
ds, courtyard floors, temples, shrines, elc.

decorate palaces, chiefs houses, 104 - :
There are indications that the putsherd pavements observed in Ilorin must have

been constructed to S€rve similar functions in an urban culture area. The potsherd

for instance, had a pottery vessel embedded in it before they
Ssisgpdi Co d at Kwara State College of

ed, The pavements foun
Ei ;i-:;ﬂ:t;i]:i};l ,c:leassf?;gﬂ numhgr c!t' ]Jrnken sherds of pottery, traces of human
remains and pottery vessels with incisions an:d other decoration st_ylcs {Plam:?dd
A-P) located a few yards around them. Thus, like other scttlements in m."d outside
Yorubaland such as Daima; Kursakata, Amkunchu, Ife, Benin, Oba-Isin, Okegi,
Il:rlib: Ahun and Oro where pmtshani pv:t-un:rrnr:n!uvt have been documented, the
I]n;-i njarcill would appear 10 have been Ennpact.ed with or to have been part m!d

rocess of urbanization not only in Yoruba land but in
parcel of early centres and P .on where potsherd pavements have been

' regl
other parts of West African wherg B
idﬂ"ﬂﬁ[::d as distinctive feature of early civilizatio
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Furthermore, potsherd pavements indicate 2 Eut:tf tﬂ; Eil:}r t:;:“ﬂlﬂgy OT Potier,
making and some skills in decorative art Su¢ i tgnﬂ 10us use of (ileg
ceramics to make the designs. It 18 already k“”"": 2 ,{;r;“ Was a renow
center of indigenous industrial activities though the period from the 180
been most accounted for, Prominent among these industries were pottery mgj,
d-making, Leatherworking and b]a.l:ksmithing Were

cloth-weaving, dyeing and béa _ o il
also practiced in Ilorin. The mote prominent among these in USETIES Were poitery.
making and bead-making and are, hoWeVEr, usually suggested to have besy

“introduced’ or ‘transferred’ from Old Oyo, EEPE’Gfa“F_ after its collapse in e
early 19" century and dispersal of its inhabitants to various [Jﬂl'ilﬁ of Yorubalang
including lorin (NAK [LORINPROF 4 900/1912: para. 23; Willett 1987: 7).
139: O'Hear 1986: 175-192; Olaoye 1990: 32-49). Thus, modern Ilorin potters,
bead makers, cloth weavers, €lc. are usually said to be ‘descendants’ of Old Oy
craftsmen who took refuge or were enslaved in Llorin during the turbulent pering

in Oyo-Ile between late 18" and early 19" centuries.

Ned

The above submission has been cited in a number of sources. According to a
colonial record, the Ilorin pottery industry, for instance, predated the
establishment of the emirate in the early 1820s (Hermon-Hodge 1929). Wit
about 500 pottery-makers estimated in Tlorin in the early 1900s, Hermon-Hodge
reported that, “this industry was active before the Fulani conguest, and the first
potters are said to have come from Shao....The People of Shao....taught their ar
to some people from Old Oyo, and the latter carried it to Lorin” (Hermon-Hodge,
1929: 281). It is important to note that until now the centre of pottery production
in Tlorin is identified as Okelele, located in the northwestern section of modem
Tlorin while the craft (like other industries) and earliest potters are traced to 0ld
Oyo and associated with Afonja’s era in Ilorin (c.1796-c.1823) (O’Hear 1986}
This submission is based on the evidence of similarities between modern Tlorin
pottery and those of Old Oyoe such as the red and black wares including the black
cooking pots with concave-centred lid and central knob (isasun) as well as |

makers' marks added to distinguish individual potter’s products (O"Hear 1986).

The Hqﬁn potsherd pavements and the large quantities of surface pottery with
decoration techniques other than burnishing from one of the sites seem 0 Suge

not only an earlier occupation of parts of the Ilorin area but also a long tradito®
of pottery making and craftsmanship—most likely earler than the 17" <"\
T;]"E“ Oke Suna :E sometimes reported to have been founded, or even fmmflﬂ;[s
inhal:;:a :tasril 4:::9 mdcentune:s whi:r! Old Oyo was evacuated and ?“mﬂ c;d in

ated to Ilorin. Unlike Okelele, the site of Oke Suna 18
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the southwestern secti : ;
century, drawn from [l;?rfstfer?tu?il:. With its inhabitants, at least by early 19"
Kanuri, Nupe, Baruba, Yoruba ks gulstic and cultural backgrounds including

Finally, potsherd pavements are
civilization as attested 1o by the ¢
West Africa. The Ilorin potsherd

II.ndlSle_lahlf.‘. material evidence of ‘ancient’
I5coveries from various parts of Nigeria and

indicati pavements are therefore stro d t
indications o ARE : ng and concrete
f the possibility of an early civilization in the llorin region,—a

cfwllzam::n that belonged not only to a remote past but also to a wider
geographical and cultural space. Generally, external inspiration and influence
from North Africa and the Mediterrancan World has been suggested for the
introduction and spread of potsherd pavements in the region south of the Sahara
(Shaw, 1980; Adesanya 2005: 161-184). Gronenborn (1998), however, considers
West African potsherd pavements as “elaborate modes of house decoration which
evolved independently in several locations at various points in time.” In the
Yoruba frontier, Ife and Oyo have been identified as major sources of the spread
of potsherd pavement among the Yoruba people although the possibility of the
involvement of non-Yoruba groups such as the Nupe is not ruled out (Usman,
2 2: 95).

For Tlorin potsherd pavements, Old Oyo, with its typical flat potsherd pavements,

could not be said to have been the source of inspiration since the ancient capital

had no evidence of the herringbone pattern of potsherd pavement. At present,

there is yet to be any tradition of origin or relations linking ancient Illonin with
ancient Ile-Ife where the herringbone potsherd pavements were among the
distinctive characteristics of its “Classical civilization.” Given its location in the
transitional zone between the northem and southem regions of modern Nigeria
and its reported role as an entrépot of the Tmns-Saha::?-n Trade, the Ilorin pottery
industry and indeed the inspiration ﬁ}:r the construction of potsherd pavements
stood a chance of having been from or mﬂuanc::d by people from any of the other
2forementioned early centres of pottery-making and potsherd pavements. Of
course. Tlorin has always been known to have been a melt{ng pot of peoples
' i ha. Nupe, Baruba, Kanuri, Hausa, Fulani, Sudanese Arabs,
(including the Yotk . Though the 19" century had witnessed the
Malians, etc.) and their cultun::ﬂ. ougt ; ry paed 1

: and integration of various groups of settlers especially after

5:1 En:flme:}ﬂ ]Tguﬁ,.rxﬁ:n]ﬁnt led by Sheikh Alimi (Danmole 1990: 25-42), the

8 i i iverse orgins in
possibility of an early settlement and integration of people of d gi

the Tlorin area is provided BY Oke Suna.
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llorin potsherd pavements (Plates la, b, ¢
pattern is a4 common feature shared wiy,

potsherd pavements in other arcas in the northeastern, ﬂtlﬂh-ﬂl_ﬂnlrul, anl
southwestern Nigeria, This implies that the pTﬂd!JE:E‘I‘H of the ‘IIunn potshery
pavements probably belonged to a tradition of lndlgcnﬂ_us clay technology,
architectural and decorative arts that cul across various regions and peoples. As
noted earlier, Ilorin’s location on one of the main trade roules from Huu_:-:zu land
and Borno to Old Oyo and southwards attracted influx of p{:upllc. to the city ws;.li
before the decline of Old Oyo Empire. Both Aole (as a prince) and Afonja
(before his appointment as Aare Ona Kakanfo) traded in the Ilorin area in the
period prior to 1789 (Hithersett 1911; Akinjogbin 1965: 24-46; Balogun 1978:
17-25). Sholagberu, a chief (initially at Kuho) and a wealthy trader was already at
Oke Suna, a trading Muslim settlement, prior to the advent of Afonja in Ilorin in
the late 18™ century. There are, therefore, indications that llorin was already a
centre of plural socio-cultural and economic interaction prior to the 19" century.

One of the interesting points about the
and d) is that the stylistic herringbone

In addition to the potsherd pavements, other cultural materials uncovered during
the reconnaissance surveys and which are suggestive of early civilization were
pottery types and designs that are quite different from decorations from modem
Ilorin pottery. Generally described as “an important craft industry of considerable
antiquity in Afnica™ (Paul 2005: 86-113) and “the most valuable cultural
indicators for the latter periods of prehistory” (Soper 1983 28-35), the
significance of pottery for historical reconstruction cannot be overemphasized. In
different cultural regions, the study of pottery, including their designs or
decoration techniques, distribution, provenance and level of similarity among
other features, has been used to address various issues on different aspects of life
in pre-historic times. These uses include serving as the “main sources of evidence
of settlement history”, source of data to “establish chronological sequence” as
well as to measure “social interaction” (Kasper ef al 2004; Usman 2012).

The Kwara State College of Education site is particularly significant because of
the presence of large quantities of pottery of various sizes and designs (Plates 2
A-P) scattered all over the site. Many of these pottery that had long been buried
were recently exposed by heavy rainfall and accompanying erosion. Drawing
from the analysis of prehistoric ceramic decoration types from different parts of
Nigeria and elsewhere (Soper 1983; Usman (2003), Usman er al (2003) and
Aleru (2000, 2012; Julio et al 2006; Norman 2009) the decorative attributes of
the surface pottery from one of the Ilorin potsherd pavements sites include,
among others, the rwisted-string roulette, carved wooden roulette, maize cob
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oulette, incisions (includi .
;Hnﬂﬂﬁmt’ 8 Fﬂﬂv{i ﬂlig'ﬂigh;;f ?LZIEE-ME' brush or broom-markings), scallops,
striation (Plate 2). Unlike pottery EI;I:;EEE;GE{GHEJIE twisted cord and wiping or

like Old Oyo and Igbomina, t m ﬂthar parts of the Yoruba Frontier
yet to be examined » these pottery decorative styles from Ilorin aréa are

in their archaeoloei _

- zical contexts. However, various studies of

gml?ntﬁj;flgidﬁg? and Igbomina (Willett 1960; Soper 1978; Usman 2003;

:Diﬂ ™ or “early” 1_‘: some of the decorative styles resemble those of the
2 Y~ period and ceramic types of Old Oyo dated to AD 1100 =

110, others are representative of the “Mejiro™ :
¥ _E_ L il
AD 1300 = 800. jiro™ or “later” period and types dated 10

As abundantly demonstrated by Usman er al (2005) with evidence from North-
Central Yﬂrubg!and, detailed archaeological, ethnographic and historical study of
these prehistoric ceramic types from Ilorin will definitely contribute immensely
to Tlorin’s and Yoruba culture history. Thus, potteries including their styles,
design distribution, level of similarities etc. have been evidentially used as the
most important materials for addressing the issue of cultural boundaries relative
to level and intensity of social interaction (Usman 2003; Usman et al 2005). With
particular reference to the Southern Libyan Desert, Kasper et al note that “pottery
is of great importance, as it has turned out to be the most informative source

concerning questions of cultural evolution” (Kasper ef al (2004).
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IN. 20. 2P and 2Q: perforated Pottery Vessels with Incisions and Punctuation.

While the Ilorin leEhEI’d pavements share similar
various parts of Nigerid and West Africa, the decorative styles and attributes of

i College of Education, Ilorin, site of the llorin potsherd
pottery from Kwara State COUICE themn Yorubaland, the Old Oyo, Ife

av ther parts of n
Eﬂdeg:?:aali ;hl?gsﬂﬂlt’;c;:; 0 P 1083; Usman 2005; Aleru 2006; Julio ef al

ilar patterns with those from
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area shared some striking decorations tend to confirm high leye
cultural space. In addition, the pottery dec £ Tl SO Bl i of
interaction and exchange between the mak?rs of early Ynmbr;landyg ;1 08¢ of
other areas in the sub-region, particularly 10 “ﬂnr:];m 2005 - i EI.GW" in
studies of Igbomina pottery for instance (Usman 2 :L V3 g et al: ?ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ'].
llorin appears to have been a major centre of pro luction mlElI‘lbLlllﬂFl of
earthenware to other arcas in the Yoruba Fr:::-ntlf-:l‘ P_l‘iﬂT. to the 197 century, Fy
instance, in his analysis of the production and distribution of pottery vessels in
Northern Yoruba, Usman et al (2005) report that “at Esisa, pottery from oy
was consumed in higher quantities (8%) than pOUery from Ipo-Erese (4%),

much closer locality.”

Furthermore, Usman ef al (2005) also report that out of the 28% of nonlocal
pottery obtained from Ilere, 10% was imported from Torin sources while minor
amounts were also imported into Ipo-Erese. In view of this evidence of regional
interaction and exchanges, the authors are of the view that llorin city, prior to the
19" century, ‘may have been part of the territory and the eeneral culture area that
is today called Ighomina’ and seem to re-echo another un substantiated claim that
“Ilorin was originally an [insignificant] Igbomina village under Oyo™ prior to
Afonja’s revolt and Fulani take over in the early 19" century (Usman 2005,
Funso 1998:77-90). These submissions, however, require further archaeological
and historical studies in view of the contestations over the identities of the
“founders™ or “earliest settlers” in Ilorin and the possibility that Ilorin pottery
industry and potsherd pavements could have been influenced by pottery making,
decoration and architectural traditions from different sources. The possibility of
an external “northern factor” in the cultural history of the Yoruba has been
suggested (Aderonke 2005; Usman 2012). For the sites of the llorin potsherd
pavements, the little information available strongly indicates that they belonged
to Oke Suna, which population by early 19" century included Yoruba and non-
Yoruba groups including the Kanuri, Baruba, etc. Borno, the home of the Kanun
is also associated with the Daima and Kursakata potsherd pavements as well 233
long tradition of pottery making,

Other physical features of the potsherds vis-a-vis modern Ilorin pottery are their
weight and thickness. For instance, some of the sherds are up to one inch or m°
in thickness. In terms of production, this probably suggests abundant FW
resource at the time of manufacture while functionally such pottery is a:xplﬂmﬁ‘j
to be an indication of their having been manufactured and used for of
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Il for further investigst m‘!““:mmﬂ}. This and other features of the potsherds
e e aitide e 'S0 Sludy of the ceramic styles could contribute to
kno & pecialization in pottery production, distribution of pottery

vessels, social relations of production _
arati and cul ssi o
or migration. (Usman er al, 2005), tural transmission through marmage

In spite '?fith“f“ﬂmﬂ“dﬂus contributions which the study of potsherd pavements
and Efz]fﬂmc;ﬁj rom other areas have made to advance knowledge, archasology
and related disciplines such as anthropology and ethnography have been largely
neglected in  previous raltcmpts at reconstructing Ilorin’s early history.
Nevertheless, archaeological artifacts such as those reported in this paper and
others yet uncovered have huge potentials for helping to unlock some obscure,
neglected ﬂﬂld controversial aspects of Ilorin history including the antiquity of its
putta:ry—mukmg and ironworking industries, economic and intergroup relations
and socio-cultural exchanges. The investigations could also shed licht on such
phenomenon as the approximate or exact date of the earliest human settlement in
the llorin area. For instance, the name “Tlorin™ and various postulations given for
its derivation including “Tlo Irin™ (‘the object for' or ‘the act of sharpening iron’),
“Ilu irin” (the Town or Land of iron), and “Tlu Erin” (the ‘Land or Forest of
Elephants’) (Cf. Ahmad, 1912; Sulu, 1953 Onikoko, 1992: 1; Jimoh 1994: 18;
Omoiya, 2012: 20-35) all indicate possibility of very carly human settlement and
continuous occupation of Ilorin area since pre-historic times. They also suggest
the presence of various occupational activities that must have contributed to the

materal culture of Ilorin area.

The name “Ilorin” (like that of Iponrin, some 36 kilometres away), as Samuel
Johnson asserts, suggests that the town was an early iron-bearing and iron-
working center. According to Johnson, “certain districts are rich in iron ores, its
iron production gave its name to the cit?' ﬂi: Horin, from ilo irin, iron
grinding, also to Eleta, a district of Ibadan, “Eta’ befng '.hﬁ term for iron ore”
(Johnson 1921; 119-120; CJ. Ahmad 1912; emphasis mine). In spite of this
information by Johnson, which Ahmad (1912) also refers to in his Ta'lif,
traditional accounts and interpretations of the myths ff origin ul’_ llorin have
always favoured the association of Ojo Isekuse and his sharpening” of yet to be
named iron weapon on a rock now ]n-r_:ﬂted at Ile Horin near Bamidele E.'nmp-mund,
with the founding and naming of lonn. Apart from the fact that the said "Okuta-

llorin" (Plate 3E) might not have been very suitable for “sharpening” iron
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The various grinding rock hollows reported in this vy LFSoke i""hﬂv C & by
are located in four sites that are not too far from ,[ ¢ sites of the potshery
pavement (Fig. 1). These include the premises “fé'::";mﬂ of 'I‘{\Ef:h“‘:"ﬂg.‘r' (10T

identi ite from which ancient Uke suna got 1ts name; henc,
usually identified as the site 040 32° 16, ‘the promise. >

described | “Oke Suna I: Plate 3a: located 04" 32"
: e e (also identified as Oke Suna g

“Je Temi Odara Mosque™ near Olorungogo
o B: located 04° 31' 20"): Olony

described here as “Oke Suna IT”: Plate 3B: located
Compound, Kuntu area (Plate 2C) and Sheikh Alimi Primary School (Plate 3p.

located 04° 32° 04°"). These rock hollows suggest various activities ranging from
food preparation, bead making, iron working, sharpening of weapons and othey
domestic chores. Like in most other places where rock hollows have begq
documented including northem Yorubaland (Usman, 2003), rock hollows in three
out of the four locations (Oke Suna I and II, and Olona Compound) are, as usual,
made on granitic outcrops. Curiously, however, the rock hollows in the fourth
location (Sheikh Alimi Primary School, behind ICOHS, Ilorin) are made on
lateritic (iron pan) outcrops. Because of the textual and structural attributes of the
iron pans, it is doubtful whether the hollows would have been suitable for
grinding food items or other domestic usages. It is possible they might have been
used for other purposes. In spite of these suggestions, the functional attributes of
the rock hollows at Sheikh Alimi Primary School are not known for certain.

According to oral accounts, the rock hollows at Olona Compound, in the Kuntu
area, were used for bead making in the past. The type of beads produced there by
the women folk is described as “Lagidigha” made from shells (epicarp) of
Coconut [Cocos nucifera] and Palm Kernels [Elais guinensis]. As indicated by
the number and proximity of the rock hollows (Plate 3C) and corroborated by
oral sources (Amori, 2012; Zainab 2012), the rock hollows at Olona Compound
served as a centre of massive bead making (industrial) activities with more than
fifty women working at the same time. Unlike the hollows at Olona Compound,
the functional attributes of the rock hollows at Oke Suna I and II are not yet
known since the site had been abandoned in the early 1820s. Though further
archaeological and historical research is required in this regard, available data
from other areas suggests that, in addition to the reported use of ’une of the sites
for bead making, the Ilorin rock hollows are quite more suitable for ‘grinding
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iron’ (as reported by Johnson
Okuta-Tlorin (Plate 3E)

) and sharpening iron tools than the singular lateritic
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Plates 3a-d:Rock Hollows at 10T, Je te nii odara Mosque, Olorunsogo; Oiom}
Comp., Kuntu; Shaikh Alimi Primary Schoo and (E) the Legendary “Okutq.

Horin” at lle llorin, near Bamidele Compound.

It has been explained that “bedrock hollows could be connected with
ironworking, especially when found in the vicinities of ironworking or at
settlements with a tradition of ironworking” reason been that “blooms from
smelting furnace were brought to these bedrocks by ironworkers to be crushed
into small pieces in order to remove the impurities” (Usman 2012: 122). In
addition, archaeological research in parts of northern Yorubaland has shown that
the region had evidence of ironworking activities such as smelting and smithing
in pre-colonial period. Such evidence included iron ore deposits, iron quarries,
slag mounds, smelting furnaces, tuyéres, metal pieces as well as crushing or
grinding hollows among others (Aleru 1993; Usman 2012: 58, 121-124). During
a reconnaissance of the potsherd pavement sites in Ilorin in 2012, Aleru observed
that there were traces of iron-working activities in the area. These included a
broken piece of tuyére and chunks of iron pan or Laterite, one of the raw
materials (rocks) from which the Yoruba obtained iron in the past. Other such
raw materials are said to include Magnetite and Haematite, a dark red rock
(Aleru, 2012, 2013: Personal communication). When juxtaposed with Johnson’s
information that Ilorin got its name from ‘rich iron ore deposits’ and ironworking
activities like ‘grinding’, some of the sites of rock hollows reported here suggest
that the name “Ilorin” was derived from the activities of a group of specialist
ironworkers rather than that of one-man, Ojo-Isekuse. It should also be
emphasized that, linguistically, the act of “grinding” (lilp in Yoruba as in
“Tlorin”) is quite different from that of “sharpening”. (pipon as-in “Iponrin”).
Though both activities have to do with ironworking, the word “irin™ (iron) in
both does not suggest any particular iron weapon or tool usually ascribed to it in
available interpretations of the myths of origin of both settlements (Jimoh 1994;
Mahmud 1996; Omoiya 2012). Of course, the Yoruba could not have been
expected to use the same word, irin (pig iron? obtained from heating and mclting
of ores) for various metal products (including weapons and tools) made from it
such as ada (cutlass), ida (sword), pbe (knife or dagger), etc. There is, thus, a
need for further archaeological and linguistic study of the origin of Ilorin.

In addition to pottery materials and the rock hollows, traces of human and animal
remains (Plate 5a, b, and c) have been noticed particularly at Kwara State College
of Education (Ilorin) site in recent times. Like the potsherd pavements and other
pottery materials, these have suffered deterioration and are continuously EXPOSEd
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io further destruction and eventyg] |
human activities like construction

0ss. Apart from recent destruction through
movement, cultivation, etc., both the surface

: the human remai ' h 1
tion b . : mains noticeable there SUZEESs
destruct! y other means possibly warfare. The only war known in history 1o

have taken place there was in ¢.1824\S when the Fulani-led Tlorin forces besieged
the settlement for about seven months and as Jimoh reports, “Oke Suna ﬁ.::fas
completely dﬂsnﬂl_r't‘d;_ nothing that was erected was spared” |{:Iirnlt:|nh1 1994: 73).
Perhaps, an examination of the human and other remains from the site would

shed more light on Lhe_ circumstances of the destruction of the settlement or any
pther previous occupation and destruction.

- - xR R
Plate 4 A, 4B, and 4C: Human and Animal remains Lin Soil Matrix,

KWACOED., llorin

Conclusion
The Ilorin potsherd pavements and other surface pottery collected from different

parts of what was originally Oke Suna raises a number of pertinent questions,
which: only archaeological, cthnographic and historical studies could provide
insights and answers to. At present, the indisputable fact remains that someone,
sometime and for some purpose(s) created these neglected artifacts. And
neglected artifacts, like neglected sources, have been known (o shiect niew [ight on
the past however little it might be. Abdullah S_mlth has demonstrated this using
the previously unknown Arabic history l::f “ﬂl‘ll’llh}' Ah{nafl ﬁhuIEakr Ikokoro
(Smith 1983: 42-71). Drawing from existing stpdle-s of SII'I_'I'IIEI' artifacts from far
and near, it s safe to concl ude this paper by noting that llorin potsherd pavements
in particular arc a reflection of mﬂmy_-re:ahty not only of the possible existence
of human settlements in ancient fimes in llorin area but also of a rich and

. . the reality of Ilorin’s share in and
qchievements; s e SH
::mm:kab_lﬂ culillil]rﬂlﬂ“ciﬂn  cultures and civilization 1n _thﬂ Nigerian area and the
r:;Thut}m:ls to :uns in local manufacture, decorative art and architectural
ity of innova
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designs. As cultural elements that belonged to 4 w@der gengrap:hma! a;.d culturg]
space, Ilorin potsherd pavements and pottery of various decoration techniques are

also a reflection of the reality of possible peaceful coexistence of people of
diverse cultural backgrounds united by a common bond of Islamic brotherhood

and hence of carly culwral diffusion in the llorin region. Inflecd, Ilurh} putahgm
pavements and pottery are a reflection of the reality of Ilorin area as ‘a melting
pot of cultures’ since ancient times.
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