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power relations and constructing identities. By examining Wike's speech
~within this context, this study secks to elucidate the specific linguistic
strategies employed by Nigerian politicians to navigate the intricacies of
power and governance.

~ With the proliferation of social media platforms, politicians have
unprecedented access to public audiences, reshaping the dynamics of
political communication. Ogunmodede and Babalola (2021) discuss the
impact of social media on Nigerian politics, noting its role in amplifying
political discourse and shaping public opinion. This study acknowledges
the influence of digital platforms on contemporary political
communication and considers how Wike's speech may be tailored to
resonate with online audiences.

Data Analysis
This segment presents a detailed analysis of Wike's Ministerial

Acceptance Speech using the framework of Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA). CDA is employed to uncover the implicit meanings, power
relations, and ideologies within the speech. The analysis focuses on
various linguistic and rhetorical strategies used by Wike to construct his
identity, persuade his audience, and to position himself within the political
landscape. The analysis x-rays the thematic, rhetorical, and discursive
strategies. Furthermore, the study is advanced by contextual analysis, to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the speech.

Thematic Analysis: The process of thematic analysis involved the
systematic identification and examination of various recurring themes
present within the speech delivered by the speaker, encompassing
important concepts such as unity, governance, accountability, and national
development. It is imperative to delve into each of these themes in a
comprehensive manner, while shedding light on how the speaker, Wike,
skillfully maneuvers through the intricate and multifaceted political
landscape in order to effectively connect with and evoke a response from

his audience.

Unity: The theme of unity is pervasive throughout Wike's speech. By
repeatedly invoking collective pronouns such as "we" and "our," Wike
fosters a sense of shared identity and purpose: "We must work together to
move our nation forward." This inclusive language is a strategic choice to
unite his audience, emphasizing common goals and the importance of
collective effort. This aligns with Fairclough’s (1995) assertion that
pronouns can be used to construct social identities and relationships within
discourse. Moreover, Wike appeals to national solidarity by addressing
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healthcare is crucial for sustainable development. We will prt’ these
sectors to ensure long-term growth and stability.” This detailed approach
~ not only highlights his policy priorities but also provides a clez dmap
for achieving national development, reinforcing his comn it to
tangible progress (van Dijk, 2001).

Rhetorical Analysis: The thetorical analysis examines how Wik
various rhetorical strategies to enhance his message and pers
audience. Key strategies identified include ethos, pathos, and log
establishes credibility (ethos) by referencing his track r
~ commitment to public service. He emphasized this by saying "
- who has dedicated my life to public service, I understand the ¢
we face." This appeal to his own experience and dedication servesto build
‘trust and authority, positioning himself as a credible and rehable leader
(Aristotle, trans. 2007). Additionally, Wike reinforces his ethos by
aligning himself with respected figures and institutions: "Drawing
Jinspiration from the visionary leadership of our past heroes, we will
continue their legacy of excellence." This association with revered
individuals and values strengthens his position and appeals to the
audience's sense of history and respect for tradition.

Wike effectively uses emotional appeal (pathos) to connect with his
audience on a personal level. He reassures the people with the following
‘words: "I share your hopes and dreams for a better future.” By expressing
empathy and understanding, Wike fosters a sense of sol1dar1ty and
emotional connection, which is crucial for persuasive political
communication (Aristotle, trans. 2007). Furthermore, Wike invokes
powerful imagery and narratives to evoke emotional responses from his
audience: "Imagine a nation where every child has access to quality
education and healthcare." This vivid imagery helps the audience visualize
the positive outcomes of his policies, thereby strengthening his emotional
appeal.

Logical appeal (logos) is evident in Wike's use of facts and rational
arguments to support his vision. Thus, he says "investing in education and
infrastructure is crucial for sustainable development." By providing
logical reasoning and evidence-based arguments, Wike appeals to the
audience's rationality, enhancing the persuasive power of his speech
(Aristotle, trans. 2007). Wike also uses statistics and data to substantiate
his claims and proposals. In his words, "studies have shown that countries
with high investment in education see significant economic growth." This
use of empirical evidence reinforces his arguments and lends credibility to
his policy recommendations.
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Discursive Strategies

Discursive strategies are employed to analyze how language is used to
construct social reality and power relations. Key strategies identified in
Wike's speech include legitimation, mitigation, and framing. Wike
legitimizes his position and policies by invoking democratic principles
and the will of the people. According to him, "our mandate comes from
the people, and we must honor their trust." This appeal to democratic
legitimacy enhances his authority and justifies his policy proposals (van
Dijk, 2001). By grounding his legitimacy in the democratic process, Wike
aligns himself with widely accepted norms and values. Furthermore, Wike
uses historical references to legitimize his leadership by saying that "our
journey as a nation has been guided by the principles of justice and equity,
and we will continue to uphold these values." This connection to historical
values and principles serves to reinforce his legitimacy and align his
current policies with the nation’s foundational ideals.

Wike uses mitigation to downplay potential criticisms or challenges. For
instance, he acknowledges the difficulties ahead but frames them as
surmountable with collective effort.This is why he says "while we face
significant challenges, our resolve and unity will see us through." This
strategy minimizes the perceived threat and emphasizes resilience,
reassuring the audience of their ability to overcome obstacles (Fairclough,
1995). Wike also mitigates potential criticisms by proactively addressing
concerns and outlining solutions. Hence, he says "we are aware of the
challenges in our education system, and we are committed to addressing
them through targeted reforms and increased funding." This approach does
not only acknowledge existing issues, but it also demonstrates a proactive
and solution-oriented stance.

Wike uses framing to shape how issues are perceived. He frames national
development as a collective responsibility and a moral imperative.
According to him, "it is our moral duty to ensure that no one is left behind
in our quest for progress." By framing development in moral terms, he,
according to van Dijk (2001) strengthens the ethical appeal of his agenda
and positions his policies as not only beneficial but also just and
necessary. Furthermore, Wike frames his policies in terms of long-term
benefits, emphasizing their sustainability and future impacts. For this, he
says "our investments today will lay the foundation for a prosperous and
secure future for generations to come." This long-term perspective
encourages the audience to support his policies by highlighting their
enduring value.
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Syntax. Wike's use of syntax is characterized by varied sentence
- structures, including simple, compound, and complex sentences. This
~ variety enhances the speech's readability and engagement, while also
~ allowing for nuanced expression of ideas. For example, his use of
- parallelism and repetition reinforces key themes and messages, creating a
- rthythmic and memorable speech. |

. Vocabulary: Wike's vocabulary is carefully chosen to convey authority,
empathy, and vision. He employs a mix of formal and informal
‘ conversational language, striking a balance between professionalism and
communicative competence. His use of technical terms and jargon
underscores his expertise, while his use of emotive language fosters a
connection with the audience.

- Stylistic Choices

Wike's stylistic choices, including rhetorical questions, metaphors, and
analogies, enhance the speech's persuasiveness and impact. These stylistic
devices not only engage the audience but also reinforce key messages and
themes, making the speech more compelling and memorable.

Conclusion

The analysis of Wike's ministerial appointment speech through CDA
reveals the intricate ways in which language is used to construct identities,
persuade audiences, and navigate power dynamics. Themes of unity,
governance, accountability, and national development are articulated
through strategic use of rhetorical devices and discursive strategies. This
analysis underscores the importance of context in understanding the
impact and significance of political discourse. Through a meticulous
examination of the speech, one can discern the intricate power dynamics
at play and the underlying ideological positions entrenched within the
fabric of Nigerian politics, hinting at a potential transformative shift
towards heightened political cooperation and a more substantive, issue-
centric approach to governance. The far-reaching implications of Wike's
speech on the Nigerian political sphere cannot be overstated, as it boldly
challenges entrenched traditional party allegiances, heralding a new era
characterized by a pragmatic, collaborative ethos in the realm of politics.
Wike’s speech effectively employs a range of linguistic and rhetorical

strategies to connect with his audience, establish credibility, and promote
his policy agenda.
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