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 INTRODUCTION

prior to the advent of the World Trade Organisation herein after called the WTO, the
extent to which the global trading activities should be protected was heavily beclo;ded
with controversies and confusions. These occurrences became the source of tension in
the global international economic relations, part of which culminated in the Second
World War. The issue of market control, free trade and sovereignty in the international -
economy has been on the major bones of contention in the activities of the World Trade
Organisation since its inception75

After the World War ll, the clamor for a forum or an organisation that would serve as @
platform for ncgotiating trade agreement and trade rules increased tremendously. This
urge was what gave birth to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and it
was GATT through Uruguay Round that later metamorphosis to the World Trade

~ B Organisaﬁon (wT0)™.

While majority of the Countries opined that the generality of goods including
ducts be internationally controlled and supervised by a reputable
e opined that a blanket regulation of trade and

the exclusion of some agricultural p_roducts from

agricultural pro
internationalised organization, som
t, hence the call for

services was in ap
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the GATT regimes -
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proposed as way to achleve peaceful tra: nZ\IN '"ternailonally iesgiats ryles s
: e dispute sett|
Nations of the wo ettiement system amongst
St 1% rld.” Thus, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (G 2 e
ormed and it was GATT through Uruguay ade (GATT) was.

Trade Organisation (WT0). Th Round that later metamorphosis to the World
- The World Trade Organisation (WTO) was established in

1994 at the en -

trade negotia;:;f(tl::'l? e)rTera| Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) of Multinational
s), which i 7 %

Decarnber, 1994™. o started in September, 1986 and.ended-in Marakesh ir?'

-2:2:3;::(}:;622t:;f‘::eedom of many African countries” coupled with sweet
. 1hE SraAEGH ness of WTO by t'h.e west, many African states joyfully joined
el ion with the hop‘e. of securing accelerated economic development for
African trade and commerce; and with the hope of using the plat form to actualise
African dream of having authority in the global trade .politics.

About two thirds of the WTO's 150 members are developing countries®. They play an
increasingly important and active role in the WTO because of their numbers, and
because they increasingly look to trade as a vital tool in their development efforts.
Developing countries are a highly diverse group often with very different views and
concerns. Therefore, today an increasing number of voices are being raised against the
activities of the WTO. To many, African and many other developing countries had
virtually lost out, and that, the public interest and objectives of trade libralisation have
actually been turn to a paraphernalia of neo-colonisation of the developing countries
economy. In fact, in the recent times, meetings of the WTO have been greeted with
public condemnation and street demonstrations®" which now leaves one in doubt of
actual reasons and functionality of WTO in the global trade policy making.

Structured in to fivé sections, section two focuses the analysis of the base of African
economy, while section three is on the jurisprudential argurhents for and against African
membership of WTO. The Proposed New Issues, the Internal Tax Regimes as well as the
relevance of the African membership of WTO is the main gist in section four. The paper

‘ends in section five with conclusion and recommendations.

THE BASE OF AFRICAN ECONOMY EXAMINED

The base of African economy has been in trade and agriculture‘. The bulk of the funds
used for African development are expected to come from agricultural produce from the
continent. This agricultural economy accounted for why African countries are popularly

: : { by Nigerla: Strengthenlng Protection and Enforce
8 paul. 1.0 “Implementation of the WTO/TRIPS Agreement by Nig athenlng -~

i Food, Drug ond Health Law, vol.6, No. 1,2013, p.36
e e Sar A loumarlnzfmbc'; of the WTO are Nigerla, Uganda, Tanzanla, Ghana, Zambla, Kenya,
% Amongst the early African

n s 995

WwTO on 1 of January,1 ‘
Morocco, Senegal, who all jol ed” i | . ; i s
. : e : r\t e n and protest occurred In Hong Kong, where the protesters clashed with the H
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K "'CE in Wan Chal during the W TO Ministeria Conference 0 2005 ¢ Hong
ong po
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S
;%E;egdt;c;ea:papr;caeg::irti;r:hsoici:ty. In fassence if npt recently that African states are
andiﬁsmn i ein ustrlalxs.atl'on process of the west, agriculture, hunting,
: tr ) t.g s been t.he base of the indigenous economy of Africa. Even with the
:)r} :, f::‘ ;o:uﬁ:vrggz:an;;ed'farming, majority of African farmers still employ the method
f shitti : . The implements used were mainly cutlass and hoe done through
the fq{s_e» of human labour. The countries of Africa
. are called agricultural countries because
they rely on agriculture and have little or no industry,
but their agriculture is unscientific and their yields are

far less than those of the developed countries. 8

{rjcg was an all round agrarian_community before the coming of the
colonialists. Therefore, it is not an ex3ggeration to say that, agriculture has
ii_b_een the basic occupation of Africa and other developing nations. On this - .
_Buah,” observed, '

..prior to the arrival of the.’white men’, the mandigo cultivated

acres of millet, or guinea corn...rice was the staple crop in the
Cacheu. Similarly these and otherﬁé\ive crops were cultivated in the

area of Guinea land. Indeed, it is,.believed that yams, for.exarﬁple,

were cultivated in the forest and sub-savannah lands.... '
edom of many African countries form the direct authority of the
e base of African economy-agriculture, received some attention from
e Europeans introduced and. developed a few crops which they. needed
e.g. Cocoa, groundnut, cotton and palm trees but according to Ogusqlasf‘

interest was shown in the development and preservation of

' ' s, yams and cassava. The

- After the fre
coIonia,lis;s, th
Europeans. Th

...no
indigenous Crops such as maize, bean
nial masters did not want to establish any industry in West

colo
dustries to exists or rival their own

“Africa nor did they want native in

industries...

The effect of the negligence of m
in the development of such crops even till today. Consequently, African farmers often
had poor yields and were themselves extremely poor; an-d even with that:

The big nations still establish the price of agricultural Products and

subject these prices to frequent reductions. At the same time the

price of manufactured gooc_i_s__'i_s_‘also set by them, along With tHe

freight rates necessary for trade in the ships of those nation. The

e ——

82 podney W, How Europe Underdeveloped A/r:ca(
Olokooba S.M ‘Trade Libralisation or Trade Colonlsa 4 sl 0 ohics b JoX
African Ecor.\omy' (slamic Unlversity In Ugando Journalo,{ oompar ,vol.3, iy
B guah F.K, History of West Afrlca since A.D 1000: Boo

1978),p:231
“ Ogunsola J.B, West

1977),p:105

African History AD 1000-present Day,
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any of the indigenous African crops led to great decline.

(Abi:]a, ‘panaf Publishing Inc, 2005), pp:18-19, see also,
lon? An Extraction of the Politics In Policies of the WTO on

ne, The People(London, Macmillan Education Uimited,
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The Internal Tax Regimes of the World Trade Organisation: A Review of the New Proposals’
A Implications for African Development

minerals of Africa also fall into the same category as agricultural
. / 8
produce as pricing is concerned®®

Unfortunately, the agriculture that African relied on contemporarily is now nose-diving.
The expansion in the volume of importer of goods and services has been dramatic,
exceeding that of exports. Agriculture’s contribution to output fell almost continuously
and the negative growth rate experienced by the agricultural sector -is all the more
disturbing when account is taken of the facts that its decline would be greater if we

consider per capital terms, it also has adverse effects on the balance of trade, industrial
86
costs....

' JURISPRUDENTIAL ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST AFRICAN
MEMBERSHIP OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION
Case for African Membership of WTO
The western propéganda on the usefulness of WTO on trade and com:;\erce was th:
major reasons that made many African countries to Join the organisation™". One .of suc.d
propaganda was that, the WTO was a global effort to actualised the UN’s effo.rt ina b}:
to roll back hindrance to free commerce through the _painstaking intervention .of the
GATT through UNCTAD®. Another is ‘the development that some African countries are
now experiencing via collaboration of Agricultural programmes with the aid of WTO's

. 83
policy..."

Not only that, it was generally believed that the World Trade O.rg.anjsation w:s fotr :h:
conduct of international trade that would raise the standarfj of living of member s : eh,
ensure full employment, sustainable development and envnronment-al protfaction o. t e|
member nations across the globe. In other words,. th?. W.TO is- a‘n mterndat;gma
organisation designed by its founders to supervise and libralised international trade™.

i w is, has the above stated instances improve African continent due to the
The e ".‘0 'f ican countries in the WTO? Are the already existed policies of WTO
R SR Of'A rIccontinent? Are WTO policies on trade libralisation and agriculture
favours 11e /'\fn:afn'can’s cultural value and will such policy improve and accelerate the
o Wlthf ,:frican economy? Does the policies of WTO consistent with the
developme::aloefforts of African countries vis-a-vis subsistent farming and protection of
i::lii:\pfr:fmers who are mainly, small scale farmers?

e i :

% godney OI"C(’:“'S p;l-"me Nigerion Economy: Anatomy of a traumatized Economy with some proposals for
** Okongwu =% surth New Dimension Publishifig Co. Ltd, 1986), p.20

stabilization, ( "d Bta'“ number of African countrles In WTO at httn:ll:n‘wlklnedln\orgl wiki/wto
¥ See the cembershm”u,t.of.membgrs-and-accesslon-dates.l\ccemd on 16" July, 2009,
iﬁﬁﬂgﬂ—%’,vaﬂoni In the Contemporary World, (London, Routledge,1997), p:75

oW Davw'(j The World Trade Organlsation's Policy on Agriculture: Paraphernalia of Neo-Colonisation of African
» olatol;c? 'Lln Nigerion Journal of Food, Drug and Health Law, vol, 5, No. 1, 2012

Economy, M¥

% |d Trade Organisation-Wikipecia,the  free encyclopedia,http://en.wikipedia.org Iwiki/Warld
- xoér“'"l’mm' accessed on 27/6/2009,p:10l 9
rade_
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WIO S pubhc in
K '\.’ 2 te
ok "many Pl c”tld:ee-‘: and objectives remain out of reach of the African nations. In
: and opined that, the organlsatlon Is just a plat form that the

Ies; on earth

ib railsatlon throjs:?thhed to feed the greed of the rich in the name of trade
"i5|on L WTOS indirect autocratic system called “consensus” * In reaching
emamed B While some opined that the WTQ’s public mterest and objectives
- reach of the Less Developed Nations of the world.*

nvarlabl it is

- theseyl;ubhci:o:v believed that the WTQ’S emphases has slipped from concentrating
tréude and ¢ thatn :rest goals to seeing itself primarily as ‘an organisation for liberalising
y e systems overriding purpose Is to help trade flow as freely as

THE PROPOSED NEW ISSUES AND THE INTERNAL TAX REGIMES OF THE

T/le Proposed New [ssues

For reason best known to the developed countries and the world economic dictators
The Uruguay Round of trade negotiations again introduced new issues into the ambit o'f
_ the multilateral trading system in a bid to expand its functional scope. Sequentially, the
d countries have intensified pressures to mcorporate still more issues \A;h|ch
dvantage into the World Trade Organisation (WTO) system.

‘develope
are to theira

f “new issues” being put forward by the developed countries to link
le use of trade measures and sanctlons as enforcement
onomic and noneconomic areas’ . Amongst these new issues

* There is a long list 0
trade (and the possib
mechanisms) to several ec
are issues on labour, and int
and government’ procurem
basically not in the fomyar

ernational investment rules, competition policy, industries
ent. Another issue is the environmental issue which is
WTO agreement. The first three issues were put on the

- —

“why developing countries cannot afford the new issues in the WTO Seattle
sues.html accessed on 22" ¢ July, 2009. see also S Charnovlu“ Address in
in the wTO0 at ht www.pplonline.oc
t1D=649",and ,).Bhagwati, from Seatlle to Hong Kong at

http://www.forei naffairs.or 20051201faessa 84701 nr.html
also Olokooba S.M Trade Librahsatlon or Trade Colonistion? An Extraction of the Politics In Pollclcs of the WTO on

African Economy’, Isfamlic Unlversity In Ugondo Joumalo! Comparative Law, vol.3, 2009.
2 http://www. ify.org/wto- -htm, accessed on the 6' July, 2009

# This is also referred to as “green room ncﬂolla&lon
% gae Tonny O. ‘To Accede of not to accede o O'sgreement on Government Procurement: issucs for Least
Ity In Uganda, Journal of Comparatlvc Law, vol.3, 2009

Developed Countries in Africa’ Islamlc Univers
df, accessed on the 7" July, 2009

% gae http.www.3dthrec. Org./pdf_ 30/Gulde_! 075Ch1-p
% Martin, K. The Proposed New Issues In the WTO and the Interests of Developing Countries, (Third World

Network, Malaysia, 2001), p.3

% Amongst them are K. Martin,
Conference at http://www.i{g.org/newu
Environmental and Labour jssues

Jopi_el.efm?knlgArealD= 108&subseeID=128&conten
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p

e, Implications for African Devel
e development
genda of the first WTO Ministerlal Conference In Singapore In 1996, Most developing

countries w
§ were agalnst having any negotlations for agreements on these Issues but the
’

ress
: :re from the developed countrles was so strong that they compromised and
greed to take part In “working groups” to discuss the Issues®, '

The rlu;w Issues also propose to give more power to foreign industries to operate on
E:Ut:e :Z'\:Svaizseuv;rvmmjtmbber nation stfstes. In essence, bpth local and foreign industries
aitead i P o t; e treated with quahty in the member state and all the law

. e protection of the local industries must be whittle down. To
Stfe.f"gthen this issue, there have been strong aﬁempts by many Northern governments
.to link trade with labour standards in the WTO. It is possible that a wide range of other
Issues, such as human rights, tax systems and cultural behaviour, will also be sought to

:: hnk;esd to trade measures in the WTG-in future. Therefore, as rightly observed by
artin ' ' g

The device of bringing in new topics by alleging that they are trade
related continues to be used in WTO negotiations. In fact, however, '
the pretence of being directly trade-related is no longer éven
necessary and may be seen to unduly restrict the scope of the
issués being introduced. The prefix “trade-related” has often now
been dropped in proposals for these new issues, which are now
sought td_ be brought into the trade arena through simply using the
word “and”, as in “trade and environment”, “trade and labour
standards”, “trade and investment” and “trade and competition
policy.” ' o

- Sensing the danger in the introduction of these new issues, most of the developing
countries are resisting the attempt. The essence of the resistance by many developing
countries according to Martin is “on the grounds that: (i) they are not ready for
negotiations on more new Issues as they are already unable to grapple  with the
problems generated by the Uruguay Round; (ii) the proposed issues are not in their
interests but instead can seriously harm their economies should they become the
subject of new ng rules; and (iii) the issue§ are not directly related to trade and do not

belong in the WTO

The method of linking trade with the proposed new issue Is of great disadvantage to the
African economy. Presently, according to Okechukwu'®, African trade itself Is already
subjected and tled to the control of developed Natlons of the world due, among others
to the globalisation of the economy. This Is so because globallsatlop has really

7 \bid, 3-4
** |bid, p.7
1bid, p.6
199 okechukwu O

Journal of Public LaW, vol.2, 2009,p.43
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;Eg‘z::;"l‘;‘i tehceo no(:ii:u:;:; an;nternatlonal economic relationship ?r und;. it has
; ‘ political sphere of societies and citizens. This is
;charact.erlzed by complex set on interconnectivities and interdependerice vwith an
increasing number‘ of actors vying to influence the outcome of these relatiopiships. They

y c.o'mpetlng claims to resources markets and legitimacy and are engaged| in activities
traditionally defined as belong to domain of diplomacy'®. Therefore,

- ”the device of linking trade with other issues (when the Intention{is
really to link the dispute settlement system of the WTO, Including |ts
F)rovisions for trade retaliation, to new policy areas) is beipg
increasingly used for the purpose of further opening up Third World

economies or to reduce their competitiveness in the scramble for
world market shares”%,

Just like other policies of the WT0,'®® the underlining aims of this new proposal was to
look for and secure foreign market cheaply that will serve as dumping grqund for the
European goods and services. The negative effect of this on African economy is obvious;
it will render African nations economically unviable and remain in perpetua(subjectivity
to developed countries control.}® The equitable treatment provision in the new issues is
direct paraphernalia to fight all the local laws already in place to protect the local
industries.®

Internal Tax Regime of WTO

The issue of the internal tax regime of the WTO is also an issue beclouded in
controversy. The underpinning reason for the programme is more detrimental to the
African states than benefit. According to Olokooba et al'® Article Ill, Paragraph 1, of the
WTO article on the internal tax regime is a general provision that forbids m:}mber states
from using internal tax measures for the protection of dpmestic-productio . In fact the
second paragraph in the artlc!e glvefmthe restriction in more 'preuse lang:uage. Thn.s. in
fact is inconsistent with tax principle” because the role taxation economically, socially

and politically in the developmental effort of any nation cannot be underestimated.

I

::: Ibid, p.43 ;
Matins, op.cit, p- ¢ libralisation, Anti-dumping and voting system
1: Such as policy on Aﬂ";”f:::;‘::iww developing countrics cannot afford the new Issues In the WTQ Seattle
For further Won 22/7/2009
fgnrcrcncc o m| ,'n,v:)f th'e new proposcd issues, sce S Charnovitz” Address In Caviconmental and Labour lssues
g cmmmwmmﬂﬂﬁm pl_elefmeknlrArealD=108&subseelD=128 & contentlD=649% see alsa
ip-the VIIL gl onn at luin//seeosforelanallols o0/ 20051201 sessaf8470) agglsh:
JBhagwatl, from SCAWE o0, himlacsesaed on 24/10/2009
hagwati : - g owbcb(’; mipternal Tox Regime of WTOU A Clog In the whael of Econor
1% Olokooba, o,atokcr;lcf;” Kiu Journal of Soclol Sclences, 3(1), 2018 |
o ¥

the Developing Count Il as choracterlstics of taxation, see, Agbonika J.A.A, Probl

les of as well A ] ' W\ Problems of Personal
:'" Ibid, $.1812-:/;'c:’12‘(:\l:,;gn bress L1d, Ibadan, 2015) pp.17-19, Olokooba S.M, Law of Taxation It (National Open
ncome Tax In

Unlversity, Lagos,2010), PP- 12-19

e Progress of
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1e Internal Tax Regimes of the World Trode Organisation: A Review of the New Proposals’

Implications for African Development
The germane question asked by Olokooba et o'

clearly mirror the actual position of the Internal
economic progress of African states as well as a d
relevance in the global International economic poli

In thelr paper as well as the answer
regimes of the WTO as a clog to
etrimental paraphernalia to African
cy making. Some of the questions as
ralsed In thelr paper were on the equitable treatment of WTO member: trade and
commerce ine.quality as well as the preferential treatment of some member states. To
all the questions, an analysis of the WTO's policies clearly indicated that African

member i ; :
: states are still subjected to firm control of the developed nation’s wishes and
influences.

Agriculture which serves as the major economic source of developing nations
unfortunately is also being controlled indirectly by the developed nations. Both import
and export is being dictated by the West as dictate by the Dollars rate to African
currency in the International market!®. In fact, African farmers often had hoor yields
and were themselves extremely poor. Despite this bad situation,

The big nations still establish the price of agricultural Products and
subject these prices to frequent reductions. At the same time the
price of manufactured goods is alsoset by them, along with the
freight rates necessary for trade in the ships of those nation. The
minerals of Africa also fall into the same category as agricultural
ﬁroduce as pricing is con cerned™’’

The expansion in the volume of imported goods and services has been dramatic,

exceedfng that of exports. Agriculture’s contribution to output fell almost continuously

and the negative growth rate experienced by the agricultural sector is. all the more

disturbing when account is taken of the facts that its decline would be greater if we

consider per capital terms, it also has adverse effects-on the balance of trade, industrial
111

costs....
Even other natural resource§ that the developing nations are using to survive are now .
facing problem because most of those resources are either going into extinction of
gradually disappearance due to.climate change. Nigerian as a nation is facing her own
problem through constant reduction and fall in her revenue generation from oil. In fact,
going by World Bank prediction, Nigerian Crude oil may dry off in couple of years to

’

108 11 ibid, p.182

109

Ibld, 183 , y :
110 Rodlncy W, llow Europe Underdavelopad Africa, (Abuja, Panaf Publishing lne, 2008), ppti8-19, sca also, \bid,
ﬁ"lsgkongwu C.5.P The Nigerlan Lconomyl Anatomy of a Traumatized Economy with some Proposals for

mansion Publishing Co, Ltd, 1986), p.20 as citad In (bld,

LI

Stabllization, (Enugu: Fourth New DI
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, Internal tax on Importation would hava been

N

.h\$~;x!9~t-er-"ati°"a| Scene, internal taxes on ce

0bacco,-have posed ; particular
weveMported and, when combin
ttractlve revenue target for govern
.ofte :exist on these itams 1!

rtain types of goods such as coffee, tea,
problem to GATT. Often these goods are almost
ed with their “luxury” nature, they pose a very
ment treasuries'™. Thus very high internal taxes
i When imposed by industrialized nations, such taxes may
rning of producing countries and, when the latter are less-
Is often the zase when the products are “tropical”), the
with‘policies aimed at promoting development in the
he complaint brought by some member states against tax
mplaints indicate that sales taxes,’*® luxury taxes,” and
‘nover cannot be applied in such a way as to discriminate against imported goods.
ranting exemption from such taxes for domestic goods but not for imported goods is
Iso-a violation of Article 111,**® as it is a discriminatory application &f such a tax even
hough the tax law reveals no discrimination on its face.!'® invariably, the root effect of
his will be an opening of more avenues for the developed nations to flood African
arket with their products devoid any revenue derivation through tax.

perate to reduce export ea
'e\}é_lqped countries (which
ffect ‘may be inconsistent
untries.'*® Not surprising t
ovision in GATT. Such co

u Olokooba S.M ‘Taxation: A Noah’s Ark in the event Nigerian Oil Dries qn", ir_\ Uchefula C et al Law, foc{:wl éu;;lcct
b'hd.Development' A Festschrift for Professor UBA Nnabue, (Imo State University,)p.999. sce also Olokooba S.M e

al, p.183 )

:: i SI.IME:\:'?' ?)‘c’;cc;r;.;l;gi, at 5; L/ 1768, at 7 (1962). For a specific example of tjigh internal charges on
el kst GATT Doc. Com.Td/G/W/10, at 5 (1965). The less developed countries’ products often face
Heopleas prod.u € scq he;\ they have been processed, e.g., roasted coffee. Id. The contracting parties are
cven highe! |ntcrnf!| taxc's V: imposing new fiscal measures, and (i) in any adjustments of ﬁ;cal policy accord
ikl <k dpclimination of fiscal measures, which would hamper, or which humper,
E‘ :n goods, new or processed, from less- developed countries, GATT Art.XXXVII,
. rybl ms 'in rencgotiating concessions once a common tariff was reached on
Habape: ducts In GATT Docs. 1/2039 (1963); /2234 (1964); 1/2762 (1967;

now required to f
high priority to the .reductio
significantly” the expo;‘t ogepcr’
. 1 (c). sece also the

: ;a;:ufactured tobacco and petroleum pro

/2997 (1968.) as cit?d o and is high, the internal tax will have the effect of decreasing imports. If, on the
115 £ the price elasticity of dem

« ity of demand is low (as scems to be the case with goods like. coffce and tobacco) t.he
 other hand, the price e'asu:l?ivcrsion of the potential price charged from the producing nation to the taxing
imply som
there may be simp

i i i . Some she Justifi
nation. . a number of her internal taxes discriminated against imports. Some she Justified as

16 4 o wledged that ntrary to GATT and these she promised to ask the Brazilian
Brazil ackno dged were co
existing legislation; othcrs#cza;':;‘gvﬁl 71952), The Brazilian Congress resisted and did not comply until 1957,
‘minate. GA B .
Congress to elimin

GATT Doc. 1/729 ( 1957)

AcCold'” lO an ‘ alian ccl"pla"" a" CO““"UOUS aﬂ||IC|a| fab" S ‘mponcd "“0 GrCE
E t I ’ [

Iso taxed, The ltalians
domestic goods, except rayon, were not a .,
while al similar 1/234, at 1(1954)
ing from 10% to 22%, aragraph 2 GATT Doc. 1/234,

ta"x 'sz to be a violation of GATT er‘(::l,i,l::ij (4% - 6%) In the rate of the ltallan turnover applied to domestic
?,.°grm Britaln complained of 2 z%dum. Aviolation of GATT Artcle Il was allogod. Sce GATT Doc.1/421 (1955)

us imported Ph”"m’wuucn' pie CONTRACTING PARTIES of the Utility sentiment® used by Great Oritaln to
"I‘c"fu: "f:l‘;lheflands complalned 0 'h:’nln domestically produced consumer goods were nxfm\med from the tax

e its purchase tox, whereby cet In agroad that the tax was Improper undar GATT, See GATT Doc. CP S.|
el |p orts were ot Groft e pn expert committea had bean appolnted to study the problem, See
ynl'e hk;sg;p Britaln later rcPD”"d ":":w upon the rocommandation of her study committee, Britaln abolished
-2:\3'? lg::c c:;.c/sm (1951). 0‘,‘:“":":‘; J|,u‘|mluutow aspact of the purchased tax, See GATT Doe, SR,7/5 (1952),

; Thus remov

the utllity system.

sce also Ibld, 184
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Impllcatlons for African Dcvclopmenl

Relevance of African Membership of the WTO

To b

indus‘:ﬁ;‘;t"\’;‘:;;nbthi global trade policy making, a country would have to be

questio'n S ;reo,;f in term of production and exportation of their product. The

A counme; b lr'lcan count.ries as viable as this? The answer is NO. Presently,

exiited Woll i .uttle or. nd industry that can compete favourably with already
industrialized industries. Even the agriculture in Africa is yet to

meet up with the dev
eloped countries mechaniz
effect of this is that anized agricultural system. The resultant

‘t'r'::fr;‘:\zut::;::e Increasingly underdeveloped In comparison with
Aics adti '5.9d aree of the world. The pattern of trade between

e industrialising world in the nineteenth century is a
pattern that still exists today....Europe robbed Africa of her surplus
products to feed its own economy, obtaining Africa exports at low
prices and using them to boost its own mdustnahsatlon, thus
steadily widening the gap between itself and Africa...

The dichotomy between a developed, underdeveloped or developing economy which
most African countries belongs is of glaring magnitude. According to Rodney’ 2
..The developed countries are all industrialised that is to say, the’
greater part of their working population is engaged in industry
rather than agriculture, and most of their wealth comes out of
~ mines, factories, e.t.c. They have high output of labour per man in
lhdustry because of thelr advanced technology and skill.... It is also
striking that the developed countries have a much more advanced
agriculture that the rest of the world. Their agricultural has already

‘pecome industry.....

He further _observed that
In Africa, the output of food per person has been falling in recent
years. Because the developed countries have a stronger industrial

and agncultural economy than the rest of the world, they produce

far more goods than the poor-nations....

ing discussion itis the humbly submitted that, the actual reasons for the
riom e gIE. S TO was far from ordinary free flow of and/or liberalisation of trade
farrabo gt X of colonisation tendency of African trade and economy by the
g al status of African countries Is greatly affecting and
developed nation® )mum benefit from the WTO. Vast part of the WTO

opt
debarring them from getting the op
jon: Edward Arnold Publishers,1980),p:6
0 rlc01840- .1914(Lont
120 pichael, T Donallt: rl).p/\ I:’;g,,y f I ot 4 bt
111y, Rodney, op: €/t 11
12 )1,d, p.205
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Unresolved Issues In International Law, Administration, Politics & Diplomacy

"

grammes _
os" ]  are directly beneficlal to the developed countries with less than average

itl :
iflve effect or benefit to African members In the world trade policy making.

I’a{:‘l:);:s“;rae ?;tbill::r:?ullent characterized by Imperialism and neo-colonisation, poor
eadt benaie Hie Atftie to sell but their blood though cheap labour devoid of any
za 123, beidts rcan'people and their environment. Thus as observed by
Gy ped Nations “select location of their factory, plantation or mine,
o“m‘mrunlties around the impoverished world vie for suspect opportunities to be the
?(t-expansion site for the global system of exploitation of natural resources for

' us'The situation of poor countries has been dubbed ‘the global race to the

ven though, the broadening of the scope of WTO law was to strengthen the
‘f_orcément mechanism of the membership rights,'® but in actual fact, it’s only the
?ygloping countries that are subjugated to the realms and caprices of the WTO
emands. Consequently, by the subscription of African states to GATT and WTO
greement, they have willingly subjected themselves to another colonial subjugation,
uthority and neo-colonisation of African trade. Therefore, all steps and activities that
nay serve as clogs or that may be inconsistence with the promotion of the Western
conomic agenda i.e. restriction on import, tariff and local subsidies on farm produces
nd other protective measures of local farmers and manufacturers are now being fought
0-be eliminated by the West.

_The devastating effect of this is that, African countries trade policy will naturally
' isappear into oblivion, local economic politics will be dead and invariably, what will
ollow will be a complete destruction of local control of African trade and economy by
he Africans which simply and literarily translate to the fact that; in the global trade
policy making, the status of African membership of the World Trade Organisation
remains irrelevant.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Almost all the World Trade Organisation’s programmes when reviewed critically are
" having one negative effect or another on the economic strive of African Nations. There
more biased politics in the policies of the World Trade Organisation against African
and the level of African development as of this century is yet to coop with the
e effort to also use domestic tax regime to turn things around seems not to be

ther. To check and improve_this situation, this study recommends for the
and lobbled agalnst the Introduction of

are
States
West. Th
functional ei

unification of African member states to check

palicy of Trad Libralization and the Rise In Eaviconmental Degradation

il !
" sao pdamil AGYTY AN Journal af Commerclal Law, vol.5,, No, 1, 2010-2012, p.4

and Global Terrorism’, Ahmadu bello Unlvarslty

124
ibid |
1 y1ossay P. 'Unsustolnable: A Primer for Global 1t

bid,p.A
.York, 2006), p.132,, s¢¢ nlso_l ]
m::\vs cnsllwlncd In XVI 4 of the WTO Agroament

wirenmental and Soclal Justice',( Pub.Zed Naoks, London &
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The Internal Tax Regimes of the World Trade Or;ganlsatlon: A Review of the New Proposals’
’ ' Implications for African Development

any new issues that will be detrimental to African trade and development. Similarly, the
amendment of Article Ill paragraph 1 In GATT Is also necessary to glve effect to the
functionality of the Internally controlled tax regime of goods, trades and services’
imported Into the developing countries. Doing this will afford the developing member
nations of the WTO to have greater avenue for revenue generation to facllitate and

actualise their developmental plans. .
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