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ABSTRACT

The study examines the how lexical quality can enhance the teaching and
learning of reading at the upper-basic school level as an instructional tool.
The poor achievement of pupils in (UBSCE) English language necessitated
this study. It is believed that this study would be of benefits to all the
stakeholders and pupils in the education sector. Attempt was made to
review the challenges of lexical quality, it nature and evolution as an
instructional technique with a view to suggesting ways of improving the
quality of teaching and learning of English reading comprehension, and
English language in general. Quasi-ex perimental design with pre and post-
test non-randomised and non-equi ‘valent was adopted for data collection.
. The population for this study consisted of all upper-basic school pupils in
Kaduna metropolis. Two schools were purposively sampled. The sample
‘ - ] group and one control group of fifty
 was categorised into o1¢ expel /mental group 3 [u
o 5 : age,
"'respondents each. The data collected were analysed using the percentag
o Jysis of Co-variance (ANCO VA) to test the
 mean, standard deviation and analysis 4
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Introduction
Reading is a requisite and an indispensable skill in the teaching and
learning processes. Reading is a skill that is required by both teachers and
students, regardless of the stage of their teaching and learning respectively.
Reading is the means by which academic excellence can be attained and no
student can survive in the academic world without the ability to read.
Reading is required for full participation by every member in the modern
society. Reading, more so, adds quality to life, provides access to culture
and cultural heritage, empowers, emancipates and unites people together.
Ofodu (2009) views reading as one of the most fundamental media for
acquiring and promoting knowledge at all levels of education. Readingis a
language skill that is employed in facilitating the acquisition and
development of literacy needed for effective communication in different
contexts. More so, reading is a pleasurable venture and a source of
information which provides a means of integrating and widening one’s
language development,

However, despite the significant importance of reading as a critical skill to
success across domains of life’s activities, researchers have observed that
this skill is often ignored in Nigerian schools. For example, Onukaogu
(2002) opines that the teaching of reading in Nigeria today is a tragedy in
that nursery; primary, secondary and tertiary institutions students are not

“equipped with reading skills. This, perhaps, explains Fola- -Adebayo’s
(2014) view that though reading is by far the most important of the four
language skills particularly in a second or foreign language, reading is so
poorly taught in many Nigerian schools and this brings about poor

academic achievement of the students,

While some scholars see reading as a purely linguistic matter, others
bellcve it is inseparable from comprehension, For instance, Moore (2014), ,

_sees comprehension as the essence of reading and the active process of

""----Constructmg meaning from tEXt ThEreFore the ablllty to. read and:;;‘f-%.!‘ .
is the ultlmate goal of rev ”
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pivotal role of word meaning on reading comprehension. Words are
considered as the building blocks of a language. Words are so crucial to
- comprehension that having no knowledge of the meaning of a certain word
| -“15 dangerous for comprehending the language and context in which that
‘word is used. So, using words as a pilot for comprehension demands more
than the knowledge of words but also the contexts in which they feature,
As Nation (2014) opines, ‘a word contributes to the meaning of a sentence,
but at the same time, the meaning of the word is in part a product of the
sentence and context in which it appears.’ |
Lexical quality tagged ‘vocabulary and decoding’ by Raudszus, Segers and
Verhoeven (2017) has been found to predict reading comprehension
achievement of learners. Borode's (2016) study on the effect of verbal
ability and locus of control on Junior Secondary School students’ academic
" achievement in French Essay writing and discover a significant difference
' verbal ability and their academic achievement in the
nd control groups before and after the treatment.
s in reading comprehension have been
ase learners’ comprehension,
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;E“m":i.»--e--tlrl'-o.d;_sﬁ..‘ Teachers usually dominate the teaching 'pr.-oce.diure ‘in'_
1g class. Consequently, pupils are not actively engaged in the text ,
' a meaningful way. Therefore, students have difficulty in expressing
,..._1é=n‘1*s-:é__lves- orally and in comprehending verbal information. Ultimately,
- non-attainment of RC skill constitutes a myriad of problems for the
- students, parents and the nation.

Although, several researches have been carried out over the years to

identify those key factors that impede students’ reading comprehension,
- none to the knowledge of this researcher has examined the issue of lexical

quality and it contribution to reading comprehension which create a
research gap this study filled.

Purpose of the Study

The general purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of lexical
quality on the reading comprehension achievement of upper-basic school
pupils in Ekiti State, Nigeria. Specifically, the study intends to find out:
a. the general achievement level of upper-basic school pupils in
reading comprehension in Kaduna metropolis.
b. the effect of lexical quality on upper-basic school pupils in reading
comprehension in Kaduna metropolis.
. whether gender has influence on the effect of lexical qluality on
i 'upper-basic school pupils in reading comprehension in Kaduna
b ~ metropolis.
d. whether .schOoI background has influence on the effect of lexical
G quality on upper-basic school pupils in reading comprel

, 1ension in
- Kaduna metropolis,

rved from experience ‘that teachers of reading in .
schools place too much emphasis on the talk-chalk
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earch Hypotheses
i ‘;-1‘ :(;};i: Isfn;usgizlgcl?nt differ(?r?ce betW('een the pre-test and post-test
ght by lexical quality strategy and those in the

control group.

2. There is no significant effect of lexical quality strategy on pupils’

- literal, inferential, and critical levels of comprehension.

3. There is no significant effect of a combination of working memory,
verbal ability and lexical quality technique on students’ creative
level of comprehension.

4. There is no significant interaction effect of male and female pupils
on reading comprehension in experimental and control grbups.

5. There is no significant interaction effect of school background on

upper-basic school pupils in reading comprehension in Kaduna

metropolis.

Me_thodology
The study was an experimental study using pretest, post-test and non-
qu ' p. The study consisted of 100 students from two

equivalent control grou | v
per-basic schools within the Kaduna metropolis. The study adopted a -‘

ial design of 2 x 2 x 3 X 3 to test the null h_ypo-the?e;. The gtgdy |
oated the effect of lexical quality instructional te.c.h-fll-.que_ o upper i

ol pupils’ achievement in reading C"mpmhe‘.‘s@"_Th-.e*r?-w?;?
: (ne experimental group and one C..mjltml group); T
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umng ﬁcquency counts and the percentage Data gathered
:8]‘1 pre-test and post-test was graded using a prepared marking
e Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the research

':"The analysis of the of findings

o The analysis of the data collected and the results are reported as follow:
Table 1: Demographic Characteristics Based on Gender

t
-~ Groups Gender Frequency Sub-Total i
. (%) (%) |
7 _'fi';.i-'E]'Xperzmenta/ Group 111 ‘Male |19 ( 19%) fSO(Sb‘Vij_
~ (Lexical Quality) Female 31 (31%) |
:":'.%'1'-C'ontr0/ Group Male |23 (23%) _‘-ME(_)“&(SO%)
‘ ~ (Conventional Method) Female 27 (27%) e
. Ton - Male | 42(42%) | 100
R | Female 58 (58%) | (100.0%)

"‘ATable 1 shows the demographic mformatlon of the groups (experlmental
nd control groups) Out of 100 (100%) pupils sampled for this study, 50
%) of the respondents formed the experimental group one (students

h readmg comprehensmn with Lexical Quality) from which 19 (19%)
“males, while 31 (31%) were females while 50 (50%) of the

nts constltuted the control group (students taught reading using
al method) out ofwhlch 23 (23%) were ma]es whlle 27 (27%)
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| A?o I‘gg;;?df;r;;zzli hze oeut 0f 100 (100%) students sampled for this study,

Xperimental group (Lexical Quality) were from

* “public upper-basic school while the control group contains 50 (50%) o
-respondents attended private upper-basic school. L
General Question 1 What is the general achievement of upper-basic school "
pupils in reading comprehension in Kaduna metropolis? '
Achievement Scores of upper-basic school pupils’ exposed to both
experimental and control groups before and after the treatment were
computed and compared. The result is presented in Table 3.

Table 3: Mean Scores and Standard Deviation of General Achievement of
Senior Secondary School Students in Reading Comprehension

[f'sﬂgra//icﬁ/}evemenf N Minimum Maximum Mean Std.

Scores Scores Deviation
e T m 2200 32220 | 538040
(Lexical Quality) L2 R S :
Post-test 27 5.00 - 32.00 17.283 568353
(Lexical Quality/ 5 |
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_"Table 4: Gender Influence of the Lexical Quality on upper-basic school
~ pupils Achievement in Reading Comprehension
o 5% Confidence Interval

5
)

ik | Std. Error fLquthuundW Upper Bound
Ireatment bender  Mean 1 : e :
e . | I PR e et
o ek 2 w mm mm
Lexical Quality  Mele  1E28° 100 AT T
| Female | 7853 |57 653 |1B583
 Lontrol Group !Male __*_l4353'"{m_ 529 13 'SDQ""_: S n e e
Female | 13877 | 55 {lzasa T

_Covanates appearlng in the model are evaluated at ‘the f followmg
':values. pre test = 10 1534,

"b‘_le 4, there is no dlscrepancy in the achlevement (mean

d female pupils exposed to Iex1ca] quallty mstr‘uctlohal
i vigh |




Interval
- | Lower” | Upper
Error | Bound |Bound |

e iiSchook sl L e
reatment '

il

B o o s e
Control Group | oL S
Private 14.0052 | 571 12878 15131

a. Covariates appearing in the model are evaluated at the fbll-G'WiﬁEvalues:
pretest = 10.1534.

As shown in Table 5, pupils from public upper-basic school had higher
achievement (17.08) than that of pupils from private upper-basic school
pupils (14.00) exposed to conventional teaching method. Thus, school

background had no influence on the achievement of pupils.

Hypotheses Testing - | |
Hypothesis 1: There would be no significant effect of lexical quality on

~ upper-basic school pupils’ achievement in reading cm_nprehension.

 In order to test this hypothesis, scores relating to e.lchleven.]en.t ofstu@ents

~ who were taught reading comprehension using lexical quality mstru_ctlopal
" technique and conventional method were computed and co'mp-.?'red using

Analysis of Covariance statistical technique at 0.05 level of significance. -

e Showing the Effect of Lexical Quality and
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_gmﬁcant effect of lexical quality on upper- ba51c school pupils
chievement in reading comprehension than the conventional method (F,
= 251.462, p<0.05).

Sequel to the establishment of significant effect of lexical quality on upper-
basic school pupils’ achievement in reading comprehension, further test
_'Was carried out to find out which of the groups (treatment group) and
(control group) had the most significant effect on upper-basic school
- pupils’ achievement in reading comprehension. The test was conducted

‘5’_115111g Pairwise comparison via Bonferroni’s procedure at 0.05 alpha levels.
f.'Th]s is presented in Table 7

(1) Group (J) Group Mean Std, Sig"  85%  Confidence
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. aixwise Comparisons Analysis of the Effect of L

onal technique - -

e | On upper-basic school pupils’ Act

school pupils’ Achieve

1g Comprehension . Pt Ad’l.-e‘-’_e'“??ff‘..;

~ Based on estimated marginal means

; Thevrvnean difference is significant at the .05 level,
b. Adjustment for multiple

| | comparisons:
- Bonferroni.

As revealed in Table 7, the treatment (i.e. Lexical Quality Instructional
- Methods) were significant as p<0.05. However, the treatment, lexical
qualit‘y with the highest mean score 30.805 had the most significant effect
on upper-basic school pupils’ achievement in reading comprehension
while pupils taught with the conventional method with the mean scores v
21.515 add the least effect on upper-basic school pupils” achievement in
reading comprehension. i
Hypothesis 2: There would be no significant effect of lexical quality strategy i
on pupils’ literal, inferential, and critical levels of reading comprehension. |

In order to test this hypothesis, scores relating to achievement of pupils
g comprehension on the literal, inferential, and 1

ity was computed and compared using 1
ue at 0.05 level of significance. |

who were taught readin
critical levels using lexical qual
~Analysis of Covariance statistical techniq

~ Table 8: Analysis of Covariance Showing the Interaction Effect of the
" Treatment (Lexical Quality) on upper-basic school pupils’ Achievement at ‘
the Literal, inferential and critical Levels of Reading Comprehension ;
e Type 111 Sum df  Mean F Sig. i
e S A of Squares Square | i
o s R 1324.145 | 214.190
e 034147 1




eatment (lexical quality) on male and female upper-basic school puplls
',c;hl"e-vement in reading comprehension.

| llfn'*oirder to test this hypothesis, scores relating to achievement of male and
- female pupils who were taught reading comprehension using lexical
-u?':@q-u'a'lirty and conventional method was computed and compared using
- Analysis of Covariance statistical technique at 0.05 level of significance.

‘:"-’“—r--,!;f;Table 9: Analysis of Covariance Showing the interaction Effect of the
Treatment (Lexical Quality) on Male and Female upper-basic school pupils’
i -._Asch-l‘ev-emen.t in Reading Comprehension :
L Source: | Type Il Sum df Mean F Sig.

| of Squares Square

'“Eb}?}«ié'ctedﬂ/fade/ 1124563670 |10 [ 1245637 | 216.091 |.000

the r-?‘-'value oF 136 420 5 obtamed w1th a p value Of:'-{"-".--
;.05 alpha lcvol Slnce p- value (0 OO) is less than alphaii'_,: o

' the51s 3: There would be no significant interaction effect of the

ntercept 1917516 1 1917516 332648 |.000

pretest 13110471 |1 |3110.471539.599 |.000 -
4 ;57_q5}_43 4 1426286247430 | 000 |
| | 167 | 1130 ] anT
S0 se. haE3 L Gey

e e

"";,5764
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;.ia_tf.:()ogjosfalp'h:a level. Since the p-value (0.537) is g
Yiiig 5?-’% null hypothesis one is rejected. Thus, ther
R | | ical quality) on male and
"up‘pe-l‘-b:asic' school p o quality) on melciants

, oy upils’ achievement in reading comprehension

ff'"(frét"he-si».s 4: There would be
treatment (lexical

no significant interaction effect of the

2 . quality) and school background on upper-basic school
pupils” achievement in reading comprehension.

-Table. 10: Analysis of Covariance Showing the interaction Effect of the
Treatment (Lexical Quality) and School Background on upper-basic school
pupils’ Achievement in Reading Comprehension
- Source Type [II df Mean F Sig.
Sum of Square |
Squares
Corrected Model | 12454.9432[10 |1245.494 | 215.743 | .000
Intercept 1307.254 1 | 1307.254 226441 .000
 Pretest 2069211 |1 |2069.211]358.427 |.000 |
Treatment 5735.829 4 | 1433.957 | 248.389 | .000
School Background S_ngm_l 509_7 883  ].349
" Treatment * School 15.622 4 3.905 676 609
~ Background L W e
- Error 952.551 | 165 |5.773
Total 89145.000 | 176

e, E3m0TAga JUTS| e il s
./  Squared =.929 (Adjusted R Squared =.925) |

' the F-value 0.676 with a p-value 0.609 Obtainedw.ber_l;
' ‘ a’]-b;h?aIEVel. Since the p-value (0.609)-15 greater than
the null hypothesis one is rejected. Thus, the)

of the treatment (lexical qu:
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Findings from th is study revealed that the general achievement of upper-

basxc school pupils in reading comprehension in the experimental and
- control groups was low before the treatment but better after the treatment.
"t_'"ff.-._“‘-However, in the post-test, the achievement of upper-basic school pupils
. exposed to lexical quality in reading cdnprehension was higher than the
~ conventional method which was low. This finding supports that of Ofodu

~ (2009) and Lawal (2019) whose found that the achievement of learners

‘was better when they were exposed to treatment. The finding of this study

has proved that the treatment better influenced pupils’ comprehension
achievement than the conventional method of teaching reading
comprehension,

e finding from this study also revealed that upper-basic school pupils
exposed to reading comprehension using lexical quality performed better
than those exposed to conventional methods. This finding supports the
outcome of Alptekin and Ercetin (2011) whose study measured the effect
of working memory capacity and content familiarity on literal and
inferential comprehension in second language learning (L2) and found
independent and additive effect of working memory Capacity and content
familiarity on inferential comprehension, This finding, however, is in
consonance with Perfetti (2007) who reported that lexical quality is the
scope to which a reader’s knowledge of a given word represents the four
constituents of word’s identity of orthography, phonology, semantics and
morpho-syntactic.

Also, the finding of this study revealed that there was statistically
significant effect of lexical quality strategy on upper-basic school pupils’
literal, inferential, and critical levels of reading comprehension.

- Another finding of this study revealed that gender did not have any
~ influence on lexical quality instructional method in reading
- comprehension, This finding is in line with Fasae (2017) who revealed that
;'._ge.-nder-di“d not significantly influence the achievement of students in
comprehension and sentence construction in both the experimental and
control groups. However, this finding contradicts the findings of Borode

:-:’“-'5(2016)' who commented that the aChieveme-nt of both boys and girls in

different school subjects is determined by their socio-environment.

The finding from this study revealed that school background had Ao

ement of students exposed lexical quality




 Summary of the findings
- The findings of the study revealed that:

cozletgelllera] achievement of students (both the experimental and
Ol groups) was low before the treatment, however, after the
treatment, | the  achievement of students in ‘reading .
comprel']ens:lon exposed to LQ was higher than those exposed to
conventional strategy (control group).
There were statistically significant effects of lexical quality
strategy at pupils’ literal, inferential and critical levels of reading
comprehension.
There was no discrepancy in the achievement of male and female

pupils exposed to lexical quality instructional method than those
exposed to conventional instructional method.

- There was a difference in the achievement of pupils from public
upper-basic school pupils exposed to lexical quality and private
upper-basic school pupils exposed to conventional method.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it was concluded that reading
comprehension occupies a position in the life of every learner. Therefore,
it is very important for the teachers to use learning technique such as
lexical quality in teaching and learning reading comprehenspn.
Consequently, the outcome of this study proved that lexical quality
instructional technique enhanced pupils’ reading comprehension more
than the conventional strategy.

~ Recommendations _ e ek
~ Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations Wete
made: | e ttendiem
o Teachers should be encouraged and supported to attend ser
| ‘work-shops, and in-service training that could mpr
nal skills and update their experiences on n




estxons for Further Studies

. her study could be carried out in other parts ofthe country especially
% f"he rural ar as. Also, this study examined the effects of lexical quality on
reading comptehensmn other studies could examine new technique that
ﬁf*coukienhancereadlnﬁcxnnplehenqunn G
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