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An Analysis of Conceptual Metaphor of Proverbs inFemi Osofisan's No More the Wasted Breed andOlu Obafemi's Nights of a Mystical Beast
Timothy Sola Babatunde
Department of English,University of Ilorin,Kwara State
&
Saliu Kolawole
Department of General Studies Education,Kwara State College of Education(Technical),Lafiagi,Kwara State.
Abstract
This study examine how metaphorical analysis of proverbs through conceptual mapping unravels the meanings of proverbs and to also account for the significant effects of metaphorical analysis of proverbs-on thematic preoccupations of Femi Osofisan and OluObafemi.In order to achieve this objective,ten(10)proverbs were selected indicating that five (5)proverbs were selected from each play.The findings-of the study indicated that the analysis revealed certain features of proverbs such as attitude,general perception of people,  responsibility,  physical appearance of women and movement.In addition,the study revealed that out of the ten selected proverbs in-the two plays,proverbs revealing attitude and responsibility have the highest number which is three(3)each.This showed the significance of metaphorical expressions on thematic preoccupations of Femi Osofisan and Olu Obafemi.It is on this basis that it-was recommended that future researchers in linguistic study can also work on other areas using more figures-of speech to capture the importance of proverb as a-tool to communicate effectively,well
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Introduction
Language is a tool of communication.It remains the means by which people express their feelings.Ayodabo(1995:42)observes that "all linguistic functions(except the use of paralinguistic features in some cases)are carried out with the use of language"He stresses that "who says what,where,when and to whom are the parameters to quantify the significant and efficient use of language".Cognitive linguistics therefore remains an area of linguistic study where attention is focused on cognitive functions-of language in relation to structures and meanings(Ademola2009).In cognitive linguistics,meaning is based on cognition as resident in the minds of speakers.Defining language,Hauser,Chomsky &Fitah(2002)identify two senses of the faculty of language;"the informal usage where language is understood as a-culturally specific communication system and the varieties of modern linguistics in which the term 'language 'is used to refer to an internal components of the mind/brain".The formal sense of language has always been an area of concern to different philosophers in different fields of study as people(language users)belong to different interpretive communities influenced by such factors such as class,ethnicity,gender,age,profession,location etc.
Although human language fulfills a large variety of functions,this study focuses on the use of language with reference to conceptual metaphor which is instrumental to the field of cognitive linguistics.This is premised on the fact that cognitive linguistics is"an approach to the analysis of natural language that focuses on language as an instrument for organizing,processing,and conveying information (Geeraerts and Herbert,2006).In addition,cognitive linguistics assumes that meaning is so central to language which must be the primary focus of analysis of any language.Ruiz(1999:54)adds more to the importance of proverbs in metaphorical analysis.He observes that "cognitively,proverbs are mentally economical since from one particular situation,we can understand many others"Besides,we can activate a whole scene
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about a certain event in our minds just through the allusion of are relevant fact or moment of this one.Thus,proverbs are embodiments of rich resources which constitute the way we process-our experiences and conceptualize the world.They are therefore a-conceptual universal phenomena of rich metaphors with high communicative and cross cultural values (Ruiz,1999).
Statement of the problem
Proverbs are important aspects of verbal discourse within the socio-cultural contexts in which knowledge,ideas and emotions are communicated(Offiong,2010).It is further emphasized that proverbial language is commonly figurative,colorful,pithy,grammatically insightful and condensing the wisdom of experience.Many critical works on proverbs have been carried out-across the globe which indicates that the study of proverbs cuts across the nooks and crannies of the world.Wolfang (as cited by Lere,2009:530)comments that,"philologists,literary critics,folklorists,sociologists,anthropologists and others have investigated proverbs in the western world'".He accounted for 144proverbs investigations of Anglo-American authors.He draws the conclusion that ‘about 325 investigations of proverbs in the works-of authors writing in a western language represent an impressive number (Lere,2009:530).
Scholars in linguistic studies have considered the analysis of proverbs at the levels of themes,forms,functions,meanings,semantics,pragmatics,universal pragmatics,politics,views,lessons,importance,classifications,structures,context-structure,gender,syntax,correlational studies,sociolinguistics,religion etc.It is observed that adequate attention has not been given to cognitive analysis of proverbs.However,the research gap this paper intends to fill is to analyze conceptual metaphor of proverbs-in the two works of Femi Osofisan and Olu Obafemi which are NoMore the Wasted Breed and Nights of a Mystical Beast.The paper intends to use Lack offs conceptual metaphor theory to analyze the-data.
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Aims and Objectives
This study attempts to undertake an analysis of conceptual metaphor of proverbs in the plays of Femi Osofisan and OluObafemi which are No More the Wasted Breed and Night's of a Mystical Beast.The main objectives of this study include to;
1 examine the significant effects of metaphorical analysis of proverbs on thematic preoccupations of Femi Osofisan and OluObafemi
ii.examine the role of metaphor in cross domain mapping in the conceptual system which involves transfer of one domain to another.
iii.reveal how metaphorical analysis of proverbs can be used as a-means of organizing,processing,conveying and realizing meaning in a natural language through the use of proverbs.
Methodology
In order to achieve the objectives of this study,ten(10)proverbs were selected from the two plays used in this study.This indicates that five(5)proverbs were randomly selected from each of the plays.The random selection of the proverbs was in line with Osuala(1982)who asserts that"random sampling is that method of drawing a portion (or sample)of a population or universe so that-each member of the population or universe has an equal chance of-being selected or represented.In a random sampling,all possible samples of fixed size (or other factors)have the same probability of-being selected.A sample drawn at random is unbiased in the sense that no member of the population has any more chance of being selected than any other member.
Proverbs:An Overview
Several definitions of proverbs in literature abound.Each definition attempts to consider it in different perspectives.For instance,Yai(1997)is of the opinion that "proverb is a form of literary genre among the Yoruba”while Ojo-ade(in Adejumo,2009)claims that proverb is an international,phenomenon and bearer of

















108 JOURNAL OF JUSTICE,DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE STUDIES VOL.5,NO.32023

philosophical insight.He observes that proverb is used as a means-of criticizing the vices and polios of the aberrant in any Yoruba society.Oladele(1985:26)agrees that "proverbs deal with-all aspects of life".They are used to emphasize the words of the-wise and are the stock-in-trade of old people who use them to convey,precise moral lessons,warning and advice since they make-a greater impact in the mind than ordinary words.He adds that the judicious use of proverbs is usually regarded as a sign of wit.Going by its functions,proverbs mirror the life of people,reflect what they-do,how they live,what values they admire or abhor and what joys-and sorrows they experience(omloso,2006).In a similar vein,Henry(2015:17)asserts that "proverbs are considered as part of figurative language,because they are an indirect ways of conveying-a set of assumptions about a shared thought between hearer and speaker rather than directly stating them”
Metaphors are secondarily a feature of language;primarily,they are integral to the processes of categorization and classification which determine how human beings understand their worlds (Cameron,1999:11).According to him,they underpin a-language and are reflected in the linguistic structures of communication.In their submission,Lakoff and Johnson(1989)suggest that “metaphors as linguistic expressions,reflect mostly in proverbs because they are metaphors in a person's conceptual system.In a similar vain,Cameron(1999:74)agree with this submission.He affirms that:
The conceptual system is not only involved in the processing-of metaphor,but...thought is itself structured metaphorically,and...the systematically of metaphor on the surface of language merely reflects underlying conceptual structure in which something is understood,stored and processed in terms of something else
Conceptual Metaphor:An Overview
The conceptual metaphor theory was first presented by Lakoff and Johnson in their 1980 volume Metaphors zwe lzve by (Kovecses,2010)
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Conceptual metaphor theory was one of the earliest theoretical frameworks to be developed in cognitive semantics and provided much of the theoretical impetus for this approach to the relationship between language and mind and embodied experience.The basic premise of conceptual metaphor theory is not simply a stylistic feature of language but that thought is fundamentallymetaphorical in nature(Evans and Melanie,2006:35).According to these theorists,a conceptual structure is organized by cross-domains mappings or correspondences between conceptual domains.
Cameron(1999)sees conceptual metaphor “as a metaphor or figurative comparison in which one idea (or conceptual domain)is-understood in terms of another In cognitive linguistics,conceptual metaphor,or cognitive metaphor,refers to the understanding of-one idea,or conceptual domain,in terms of another.Lakoff(1991:38)defines metaphor “as a novel or poetic linguistic expression where one or more words for a concept are used outside-of its normal conventional meaning to express a similar concept"Such matters are not matters of definitions;they are empirical-questions.The theory of conceptual metaphor has come to mean across-domain mapping in the conceptual system(Lakoff,1991).Heaffirms that,we conceptualize one mental domain in terms of another.conceptual metaphor according to him involves understanding one domain of experience in term of another.The fundamental tenet of conceptual metaphor theory is that metaphor operates at the level of thinking by linking two conceptual domains together.Lakoff(1991)is of the opinion that“metaphors are primarily matters of thought and actions,only derivatively of language”He agrees that metaphors are culturally-based,and define what those with certain assumptions and presuppositions find real The“isolated similarities”are those created by metaphor which simply create a partial understanding of one kind of experience in terms of another kind of expression(Taylor,2003)
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A conceptual metaphor(or domain)can be any coherent organization of human experience.The regularity with which different languages employ the same metaphors,which often appear to be perceptually based,has led to the hypothesis that the-mapping between conceptual domains corresponds to natural mappings in the brain(Ruiz,2011).In the light of this,the conceptual domain from which we draw metaphorical expressions-in order to understand another conceptual domain is known as the source domain.A conceptual metaphor therefore uses one idea and links it to another to better understand something.
Deignan (2005)confirms that conceptual metaphor is potentially very enlightening as a tool for identifying underlying meaning.The most basic assumption in cognitive metaphor theory is that there is a set of ordinary metaphoric concepts-conceptual metaphors around which we conceptualize the world (Romeo andSoria,1998:8).Romeo and Soria agree that the concepts that our ordinary conceptual system includes structure of what we perceive,how we get around the world,and how we relate to other people;most of them are metaphorical and their essence is understanding and experiencing partially one kind of thing or experience in terms-of another.
In the light of this,three types of metaphoric concepts can be distinguished (Lakoff and Johnson,(1980)(as cited in Deignan,2005).These are marginal metaphoric concepts,conventional metaphoric concepts and new metaphoric concepts.According to Bery and Ekateria (n.d)metaphor makes our thoughts more vivid-and fills our communication with pitcher imagery.In respect of conceptual metaphor theory,metaphor also plays an important structural role in the organization and processing of conceptual knowledge.They submit that the phenomenon of metaphor is not-restricted to similarity(meaning)of individual words,but instead involves activating fixed mappings that conceptualizes one aspect-of experience in term of another.They conclude that





















AN ANALYSIS OF CONCEPTUAL METAPHOR OF PROVERBS
111

Our concepts structure what we perceive...and how we relate-to other people Our conceptual system plays a central role in defining our everyday realities.If we are right to suggest that-our conceptual system is largely metaphorical,then..what we do everyday is very much a matter of metaphor.
Andrew(2007:79)emphasizes that “conceptual metaphors are-used very often to understand theories and models”He says that conceptual metaphor of viewing communication as a conduit is one-large theory explained with a metaphor".He posits that conceptual metaphors do not just shape our everyday language but the very-way we understand scholarly theories.These metaphors,according-to him,are prevalent in communication and we do not-just use them-in language;we actually perceive and act in accordance with these metaphors.Andrew (2007:92)submits that:
The metaphor may seem to consist of words of other linguistic expressions that come from the terminology of the more conceptual domain,but conceptual metaphors underlie a system of related metaphoric expressions that appear on the linguistic surface.Similarly,the mappings of conceptual metaphors are themselves motivated by image schemes which are pre-linguistic schemas concerning space,time,moving,controlling and other elements of embodied human experience.
Bamigbola(2010:76)is of the opinion that "the most recent linguistic approach to literature is that of cognitive metaphor,which claims that metaphor is not a model of language,but a model-of thought".He emphasises that metaphor projects structures from source domains of Schematized bodily enculturated experience into abstract target domains.A scholar like Kovecses(2010)agrees with Lakoffs conceptual metaphors.He reaffirms that conceptual metaphors consist of both the source and target domains as well asa set of mappings between them.He notes that the source domains are typically more concrete or physical and more clearly delineated ones in all ramifications.He identifies several types of source and target domains.
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Kovecses(2010:45)agrees that "metaphors can be conceptual and linguistic as well”.According to him,conceptual metaphors involve two concepts and have the form A is B where A is-understood in terms of concept B or where B expresses contrary idea to A.Linguistic metaphor or metaphorical linguistic expressions,are linguistic manifestations of conceptual metaphor.Metaphors can be classified in many ways;four of these are specially relevant to the cognitive linguistic views of metaphor.(Kovecses,2010:48).He classifies metaphors according to conventionality,function,nature and level of generality.Hestresses further that according to cognitive functions,conceptual metaphors can be of three kinds:structural,orientation and ontological.He further emphasises that conceptual metaphors can be at generic or 'specific levels as well.In life is a journey','an-argument is war',‘ideas are food'.Life,journey,argument,war,ideas and food are specific -level concepts because,schematic structures underlying them are filled in a detailed way.
At the level of generality of metaphor generic level,metaphors are designed to perform special jobs which are relatively different from those of specific level metaphors;'The events are actions metaphors for example accounts for many cases of personification.However,the generic is specific metaphors help us to interpret proverbs and other clichéd phrases(Kovesces,2010:42).He argues that since there are both conceptual metaphors and their corresponding linguistic manifestations thus,"both conceptual and linguistic metaphors can be more conventional".For example,a-conventional way of thinking about theories in terms of building and about life in terms of what it is.In a similar vein,there are conventional ways of thinking about the same domains,thus,we-use verb to construct,to talk about some aspects of life.In relation-to conventionality of metaphors,Dennis(2014)submits that metaphors are not limited to being used in instances of creative writing and speaking.Instead,they are persuasively and routinely used in everyday language,and this is likely to be the case for most,
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if not all human languages.He maintains that conceptual metaphors are unidirectional which means that metaphors map structure from a source to a target domain but not vice versa.While we conceptualize love in terms of journey,we cannot conventionally structure journeys in terms of love'.Lakoff (1989)observes that unidirectionality holds even when two different metaphors share the same domains.He identifies two metaphors which are;'people are machines and 'machines are people'.
Evans and Melaine(2006)work on the function of primary metaphors which is to structure primary targets concepts in terms-of sensory images in order to foreground otherwise back grounded cognitive operations.This is achieved by employing source concepts that are more accessible because they relate to sensory-rather than subjective experiences.Diano(2014)is also of the view that in primary metaphor theory,a compound metaphor is a-metaphor formed by unification of more primitive primary metaphors.In other words,while a primary metaphor relates two'simple'concepts from distinct domains,in contrast,compound metaphors relate the entire complete domains of experience.A-celebrated examples of a compound metaphor is Your theories lack a solid foundation'.
Lakoff s conceptual metaphor theory at structural levels is-adequate for the analysis of any utterance at whatever level (i.e word or phrase).This is because they provide adequate metalinguistic apparatus cum cognitive tools such as mapping,source and target domains where the structure of source domain-can be mapped onto target domain.
Reddy(1979:22)introduced "conduit metaphor"which set the-pace for metaphorical analysis”.This was later developed by other cognitive linguists as an attempt to bring to limelight,the importance of metaphorical analysis towards the realization of meaning (Lakoff and Johnson 1980,1999,Lakoff 1987,1993,Lakoff and Turner,1989).The meta linguistic apparatus proposed-in the framework of this theory(cf.the notions of conceptual
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metaphor,metaphoric model,source and target domains,mapping,conceptual correspondences,etc.)proved to be efficient for the analysis of all kinds of metaphoric expressions,from novel poetic metaphors to near-universal space-time shifts in the semantics of propositions(Dmitrij,1995 :69).However,the metalinguistic apparatus has been successfully adopted and emulated by many other linguists especially in the study of metaphoric expressions indifferent languages as well as studies on psycholinguistic aspects of metaphor processing (Shaddock,1993:42-57).
Lakoff(1999)maintains that “he has allowed us to realize that ordinary everyday English is largely metaphorical,dispelling once-and for all the traditional view that metaphor is primarily in the realm of poetic or “figurative”language”.He agrees with his view that the “Iocus”of metaphor is thought,not language;that metaphor is a major and indispensable part of our ordinary,conventional way of conceptualizing the world.Based on this premise,our everyday behavior is a true reflection of our metaphorical understanding of experiences(Taylor,2003).
Cormac(1985)argues that "metaphor results from a cognitive process that juxtaposes two or more normally associated referents,producing Semantic conceptual anomaly,the symptom of which is usually emotional tension".The conceptual process that generates metaphor,he continues identifies similar attributes of the referents-to produce semantic anomaly (Cormac,1985:55-62).He stresses further that the degrees of similarity and dissimilarity determine-the truth values of metaphor.More so,he emphasises the importance of “logic”to express a range of truth so that a metaphor-can be classified as true or false.In “money is life”the value of money is echoed in this metaphor as the heart of life.The whole-idea in this metaphor bothers down on the importance of money to all living souls;it determines and shapes our lives.
Adele(1992)comments that "Cormac's cognitive theory remains a computational theory of cognition that centers on-metaphor”.He attempts to understand cognition by assimilating it
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to what a computer does.More so,he confirms that there are important disanalogies between a mind and a computer.In his submission,he claims that both human and computer can add,subtract and multiply,both can make decision,both can store information and retrieve it,both learn to recognize new patterns;both can also process language but can both think?(Adele,1992:66)
Denham(2005:76)propounds a cognitive theory of metaphor called “intuitionist"theory of metaphor where Plato's views were-echoed.He argues that "for a clear distinction between the cognitive function of conventional,literal language and the specific symbolic and expressive functions of aesthetic language”Geeraerts(1991)agrees that“intuitionism is a theory of metaphor which was developed in reaction against positivist efforts to reduce the meaningful content of metaphor of-its literal paraphrase”.In his view,he denies that metaphors have a meaning over and above their literal meaning.He is of the view that they may point to some resemblance between apparently dissimilar things,but they don't assert that resemblance and do not constitute meaning.
Metaphor is a matter of concern among the cognitive linguists.Lakoff and Johnson(1999)hold the view that “all language is metaphorical,which is at odds with those results that indicate that a significant amount of everyday language is not metaphorical".Those odds assume that thought is a matter of algorithmic symbol manipulation of the sort done by a traditional computer program.
However,this defining assumption puts it at odds with the contemporary theory of metaphor in two respects (Dmitrij 1995and Adams,1998).First,the contemporary theory has an image-schematic basis;the invariance hypothesis applies both to image-metaphors and characterizes constraints on novel metaphor since symbol manipulation systems cannot handle image schemas,they cannot deal with image-metaphors or conceptual metaphors.Secondly,those traditions must characterize metaphorical mapping
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as algorithmic process,which typically take literal meanings as input and give a metaphorical reading as output.
Thibodeau and Boroditsky(2011)account for how metaphor guides our conceptual system using the concepts of crime(Amusan,2018:20).The principle underlies this metaphor upholds that when crime is perceived as a beast that preys,people's recommendation leans towards apprehension and incarceration as the next course of action but when it's being conceptualized as a virus that infects.people thought in terms of determining its causative factors and vaccinating against it.In this regard,metaphor shapes the way-people conceive problems and how they try to resolve it.Chatteris-Black(2004:15)observes that:
A conceptual metaphor is a formal statement of any idea that is hidden in a figure of speech(e.g metaphor or metonymy)that-can be inferred from a number of metaphorical expressions and helps to resolve their semantic tension
Chatteris-Black(2004:12)submits that metaphor involves a-break from the basic use of a word or expression in an expected context to another unlikely context of use thereby creating semantic tension.In view of this,Stern(2008:264)reaffirms that metaphorical meaning is context-dependent,that is,metaphor interpretations are as a result of extralinguistic inferences and that a metaphorical expression may generate many interpretations when the occasions/context of use varies.Sturdee(1993:12)asserts that recognizing and interpreting a metaphor does not depend only on having the literal knowledge of its component but-also on the context of the utterance which serves as the guide or navigator of making meaning out of metaphors.He believes that an utterance can generate indeterminate number of possible interpretations and context is the pointer that signifies the speaker's intention.Deignan (2005:84)comments that conceptual metaphors are different from metaphorical expressions/linguistic metaphors.The latter are words or other linguistic expressions
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that come from the language or terminology of the more concrete conceptual domain.
Theoretical Framework
This aspect deals with the theory adopted in this study which isLakoff's conceptual metaphor theory.The theory of conceptual metaphor has come to mean a cross-domain mapping in the conceptual system(Lakoff,1991).He affirms that,we conceptualize one mental domain of experience in terms of another.Conceptual metaphor according to him involves understanding one domain of experience in term of another.The fundamental tenet of conceptual metaphor theory is that metaphor operates at the level of thinking-by linking two conceptual domains together.More so,Lakoff(1991)posits that “conceptual metaphor theory has primacy over language”.However,the theory is not intended to account for language in use,which is merely the surface manifestation of more-important phenomena.Nonetheless,patterns of words used are the-main evidences presented for the theory.
According to Lakoff,this theory argues that no abstract notion-scan be talked about without metaphors.He further stresses that-there is no way of perceiving them and we can only understand them through the filter of directly experienced concrete notions.This theory reiterates that an idea is a concrete object which can-be metaphorically grasped and held.Lakoff s conceptual metaphor emphasises source and target domains with particular reference to mapping.
Mapping
Lakoff(1999)defines mapping as "the set of correspondences that exist between constituent elements of the source and the target domains”.He maintains that many elements of target concepts come from source domains and are not pre-existing.To know a conceptual metaphor is to know the set of mappings that apply to-a given source-target pairing It was pointed out by Lakoff that the-same idea of mapping between source and target domains is used
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to describe analogical reasoning and inferences.In conceptual metaphor,two domains are identified:the target and source domains which are also known as (X as Y).
Domain
Domain in conceptual metaphor is used in describing analogical reasoning and inferences.Two different domains are identified in conceptual metaphors.These are:source and target domains which are also represented as (X as Y).
Source Domain:It is the conceptual domain from which we-draw metaphorical expressions.
Target Domain:It is the conceptual domain that we try to understand a concept.This is captured in the illustration below.
Where the target domain is the source domain
Name:   Love as journey
Mapping Name:X asY__Love is a journey.
In this case,by using mnemonics,the mapping is love is a-journey.This can be re-written as target is the source domain.Journey(source domain),Love (target domain).From love is a-journey,the interpretation can be;
1.The lovers correspond to travelers.
ii.The love relationship corresponds to the vehicles
iii.The lovers'goals correspond to their common destination on-the journey.
iv.Difficulties in the relationship correspond to the impediments travel.
The expressions below capture the entities in the ontology of-travel,that is,in the source domain of love is a journey,the-mapping indicates that two travelers are in a vehicle traveling with-common destinations.The vehicle encounters some impediment-sand get stuck which makes it non-functional.If they(travelers)do nothing,they will not reach their destinations.However,Love is-the target domain while journey is the source domain.Love is a-journey (the target domain is source domain).
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The ontological correspondences that constitute the Love is a-journey metaphor map the ontology of travel onto the ontology of love.In doing so,they map the scenario in which corresponding alternative for action are seen.More so,Love is a journey metaphor-is a conceptual mapping that characterize a generalization.(Lakoff,1991).The conceptual metaphor theory will be used in analyzing the data.
Analysis and Presentation of Data
This aspect deals with the analysis and presentation of data.Ten proverbs were analyzed from the two works of Femi Osofisan andOlu Obafemi.These two literary works are No More the WastedBreed and Nzghts of a Mystical Beast beginning with Osofisan's NoMore the Wasted Breed.
An Analysis of Conceptual Metaphor of Proverbs inOsofisan's No More the Wasted Breed.
Datum1:“A market,Biokun!That's what life is”(p.93).
Conceptual Metaphor.
Name:Life as market.
Mapping name:X as Y---Life is a market.
In this context,life is understood to be a temporary place where-man is considered as a trader in the context of market.The use of metonymy allows us to conceptualize the source and target domains.It specifically involves the use of the word “life”to denote' market'.In this case,the mapping is life is a market.This can mere-written as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.Market(source domain),Life (target domain).From life is a market,the interpretation can be:
1.Life corresponds to market in this context.
ii.Life is not a permanent place.
iii.Life is temporary
iv.Life is ephemeral.
v.Life involves many attractive things
vi.Life lasts for a while.
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The features of target domain are further mapped onto the source domain.This is captured as:
Life (target domain)Life is a habitatLife is ephemeralLife is not permanentLife is temporaryLife includes people
Market (source domain)Market is a placeMarket is transientMarket is time-boundMarket is also a temporary placeMarket involves buyers and sellers
The proverb captures the entities in the ontology of life,that is,in the source domain of life is a market,the mapping indicates that“life”is a natural habitat comprising of different people cohabiting together with different missions.Thus,'market' is also considered-as a place or an environment where different people meet for-business purposes regardless of the individual's motif.So,'life’in this sense is conceptualized as a market because people come and-go as soon as they are done with their business transactions in the market.If life is ephemeral,'market is equally transient indicating that we are all in this life for a while because we shall all return home (heaven)at the end of the day.In essence,“Life is a market”indicates that life is not a permanent place for man who is seen as a-trader in the context of market.The proverb confirms to us that every market will close up and just like market,man's life will surely end one day when he returns to his source-real home(heaven).As every trader in the market comes from his home for commercial activities,man is a traveler or a wayfarer from heaven.The trader's stay in the market which is transient is a metaphorical inference for man's life on earth.Market is a metaphor for life because it shares an attribute of transience with life.In this sense,the features of life'(target domain)are mapped onto the source domain of 'market'.
The cognitive implication of this lies in people's ability to see life as a market where at the end of commercial activities in the market,everybody departs home which is metaphorically understood as heaven.Philosophically,this proverb jettisons
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people's idea of attaching much value and importance to life.Instead,life should be seen as nothing because it is not a permanent place just like market that is also time-bound.The ontologicalcorrespondences that characterize life is a market metaphor map-the ontology of life onto the ontology of market.More so,^life is a-market is a conceptual mapping that characterizes a generalization.Croft and Crose (2004)assert that “conceptual metaphor is a-system of metaphor that structures our everyday conceptual system including most abstract concepts and which lie behind much of everyday language”.Above all,the metaphorical analysis of the proverb reveals the abstract-concrete pairing to account Forman's perception of life as temporary place that doesn't last forever.This proverb accounts for temporariness of life that last for a while.
By classification,this is a philosophical proverb and the characteristics of life are transferred to 'market' based on similarity.Culturally,people perceive life as a place where people gather or meet for various transactional purposes which may include buying and selling.The perception of man to see life as‘market justifies the conceptual mapping of the two concepts.Yajin(2002)(as cited in Babatunde and Shobomehin,2007)observes that a metaphor requires two domains for speakers and writers alike-aTopic(or Tenor)domain and a Vehicle domain.He emphasises that-the views that accrue from different vehicle domains result indifferent language metaphors.As a result,a study of those language "metaphors"can tell us something about human perception of language or languages.The mapping reveals the conceptualization of life as a market which means that life is temporary and ephemeral like market.
Datum 2:“This burden is heavy and my head hurts”(p.101)
Conceptual metaphorName:Burden as taskMapping Name:X as Y----Burden is a task
Proverbs are understood in relation to a background of assumptions and values,so they are primarily a social phenomenon
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(Lakoff and Turner,1989:213).Context is therefore essential for-their correct interpretation because they provide a message in an indirect way.In this context,'burden's understood to be a 'task'.It means the responsibility or the task that is beyond one's capacity.It indicates that the situation is uncomfortable.'Burdens a-metaphor for a herculean task and it may even be considered as a-load in this context.And the fact that it is heavy suggests its mountainous status which makes it uneasy for the carrier.The strength of the person concerned is metaphorised in the word “head(which confirms how tasking the assignment is).Similarly,the word 'head 'is a metonymy used to represent the entire body system-or somebody that feels the pains of the burden.If the task irresponsibility is so ardous,the person involved will find it so uneasy and uncomfortable to bear.The source domain (task)of this proverb is implicit.Therefore,the proverb is realized as burden-as-task conceptual metaphor through mapping.
This is to further affirm that the mapping is burden is a task.This means that TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.Task(source domain),Burden (target domain).From burden is a load metaphor,the interpretation can be:
i.Burden corresponds to a task in this context.

ii.Burden is responsibility.
iii.Burden is an obligation.
iv.Burden includes trouble.
v.Burden leads to discomfort.
If the features of target domains are mapped onto the features-of source domain,the following can then be realized:
Burden(target domain)Burden is responsibility.Burden involves troubleBurden is an obligation
Task(source domain)Task is a dutyTask includes distressTask is a duty
The foregoing is a reflection of the entities in the ontology of burden and task which attests to the conceptual realization of the metaphor as burden is a task through conceptual mapping.This
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better confirms how people's plights are expressed in the way they perceive and understand burden as something that brings about displeasure.'Burden' in this sense involves trouble while task involves distress.  Both 'burden ’and 'task offer displeasure,discomfort and distress to any would-be victim.The entire proverb negates the singular heroism as opposed to collective responsibility which the playwright embraced.
This proverb is a reflection of side-effect of 'burden’which'task'denotes.It shows relationship between heavy and load which-the verb hurts'expresses.It explicates the negative effect of'burden'as what hurts,disturbs,inflicts pains and demonstrates bad situations and experiences.From the verb hurts',there is side-effect of uneasiness and the state of not being comfortable.It therefore reveals the fact that the attributes of 'burden are also reflected in 'task's as well.By analogical representation,the word'heavy'justifies the source domain (task)which is also implicit.Itcaptures the construal meaning of target domain which is carryover to the source domain.Metaphor in cognitive linguistics is discussed not as a mere word but as the ontological mapping across conceptual domains(Croft and Crose,2004).Cameron and Low(1997)cited in Babatunde and Shobomehin(2007)rightly observe that“a more technical view of metaphor defines it as ”the bringing together of two different concepts in a linguistic expression that encourages some meaningful transfer of sense in interpretation”.Datum 3:“But time is flying,and the carrier is a man of courage”(104)
Conceptual metaphorName:Time as birdMapping Name:X as Y----Time is a bird
In this proverb,time is conceptualized as a bird.The conceptual mapping makes it possible for us to identify both source and target domains though the source domain is implicit.Time denotes bird-and as such the metaphorical aspect of time as a bird is quite understood.The conceptual mapping is time is a bird.This is
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captured as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.Bird(source domain),Time (target domain).The features of time as a bird can-be interpreted by considering the features below.
i.Time corresponds to bird.

ii.Time is not a living agent
ii.Time involves movement.
iv.Time moves very fast
v.Time is fleeting
From the foregoing therefore,the features of target domain can-be mapped onto the features of source domain.Thus,we may have:
Time(target domain)Time is an objectTime involves movementTime has no wingsTime moves very fastTime is not a waiting agent
Bird(source domain)Bird is an animalA bird fliesA bird has wingsA bird flies very fastA bird is not a waiting animal
Time moves with abstract wings A bird flies with feather/
wings
Time is fleetingA bird involves swiftness
The entities in the ontology of time as contained in the source domain of-time is a bird has been indicated through mapping which reveals that time like bird involves movement and it shares similar feature of flying with a bird that flies very fast.In this sense,though time has no wings or feather but because of not being motionless,it has the characteristics of bird;just like a bird that waits for no-one,so also is time.This proverb is used as a wake-up call for everyman to do the right thing at the right time.Time is therefore conceptualized as bird where conceptual source domain is bird and target domain is time.Similarly,this proverb assesses our mental cognition,understanding,and general knowledge of recognisinge'time'as what moves very fast without waiting for a second.If time moves fast despite of-its having no wings,it therefore shares similar attributes/features with 'bird 'that flies.It also exhibits the relationship between the movement of 'time ’and bird's attributes
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of flying;however,the knowledge of movement (in term of-fastness)is transferred from 'time 'to bird for conceptual meaning.On the whole,it expresses a philosophical truth that 'time moves very fast like 'bird'Leonard (1998)agrees that“metaphorical language has important bearings on philosophy of language”.
Contextually,'time in this proverb is conceptualized as a 'bird because time itself-is not a waiting agent.Time here is personified.The a tribute of flying indicates the implied metaphor intended by-the speaker.Therefore,the object of the implied metaphor is bird'.Time and bird,in this sense,have similar qualities.The bird has-wings,the means through which it flies,but time flies or runs with-its abstract wings or legs.The ontological correspondences which give rise to time as a bird metaphor map the ontology of time to bird.This proverb contains a philosophical message-that which is-judged by its content.Proverbs are used with a certain communicative aim that transcends their linguistic form(Carbonell,1996).This is to say that,they reflect an implicit typology of patterns of reasoning or argument.For this and other reasons,the analysis of this proverb has given an insight into generating new ideas from a concept;specifically,on how we think,conceptualize and categorize the world.
Datum 4:“What is the Justice,when you hack a tree down,and blame the handle of the axe?(P.108)
Conceptual MetaphorName:Feller as a destroyer.Mapping Name:X as Y→Feller is a destroyer.
From the content of this proverb,misplacement of justice is portrayed.The pronoun ‘'you is taken to be a feller in this proverb.In this context,'the feller is perceived as an air of hypocrisy,who-hides his deeds of wickedness.Feller is a mastermind of the evil while the 'handle of the axe is an instrument used by the mastermind(feller)to destroy the tree.It is understood form this proverb that the feller distances himself from the devilish act he-plans.Therefore,'feller is conceptualized as a 'destroyer.In any
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community,axe is known by all to be an enemy of a tree because-it destroys and terminates its life-span.'Destroyer here now takes the form of 'axe because of his functional role in connection with the content of the proverb.This is because the actual destruction-was carried out by the subject of the action(you)who is identified-a destroyer.The conceptualization of feller as a destroyer is based-on the evil which he does to tree.The conceptual source domain is destroyer while feller is the conceptual target domain.The cognitive process of understanding feller as the sole destroyer of-tree rests on his role which involves 'Cutting or ‘felling down the-tree in question.
This metaphor-feller-as-a-destroyer can be seen as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN to show the conceptual mapping.Feller(target domain),Destroyer(source domain).Feller as a-destroyer metaphor is considered in the interpretation below by using mnemonics:
i.Feller corresponds to a destroyer in this context

ii.Feller is destructive
iii.Feller is a human being.
iv.Feller is a destroyer as well.
The conceptual realization of the above ontologicalcorrespondences prove to us that feller does no good to the tree in-question but that he harms it.The source domain,destroyer though implicit is understood within the cultural context in the domain of axe.This proverb however portrays feller as a destroyer-of the tree and not the handle of the axe.The features of target domain have been considered at the level of ontologicalcorrespondences.These can be further mapped onto the source domain.Thus,we have:
Feller (target domain) Feller is a human beingFeller is destructiveA destroyer
Destroyer (source domain)Destroyer is a human beingDestroyer is destructive as wellAn agent of destruction
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The conceptual realization of the above ontological features have proved to us that feller in this context is understood to be a-destroyer since the destruction of the tree is linked to the subject and not the handle of the axe or axe itself.The source domain,destroyer though implicit,is understood within the cultural context in the domain of axe as he who is destructive because of the destruction and damage done to the tree.The conceptual mapping-is a reflection of man's cognitive ability to conceptualize feller as a-destroyer in the cultural context axe's functions.Similarly,the proverb sees 'the handle of axe' as the instrument used by the feller-to destroy and damage the tree.The proverb has uncovered the-real mastermind of the action who is identified as a destroyer.In this wise,the metaphorical analysis of the proverb has enabled us to realize that we should not apportion blame on the innocent ones-on any action but that necessary and appropriate findings are expected in order to know the root cause of such action rather than shifting the blame on wrong people for the offense they do not commit.It upholds fact-findings means of establishing the fact before any step is wrongly taken to fault the innocent ones.
Datum 5:“…,go on,suck my breasts,my life!Live and watch a-goddess die!(P.110)
Conceptual metaphorName:Breast as lifeMapping Name:X as Y Breast is life
The metaphor-“breast as life”confirms the significance and value attached to breast by women.Breast is understood to be a-woman's pride as it is part of what constitutes woman's part.The conceptual source and target domains are understood through metonymy which is by association.
In breast is life metaphor,TARGET DOMAIN IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.Breast (target domain),life(source domain).The interpretation of this proverb can be realized as follows.
1.Breast corresponds to woman's life in this context
ii.Breast is a source of living



















128 JOURNAL OF JUSTICE,DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE STUDIES VOL.5,NO.32023

iii.Breast is a source of attraction
iv.Breast is a source of values
By mapping the ontological correspondences of target domain-onto source domain,the following features confirm the conceptualization of breast as life.
Breast (target domain).                     Life(source domain)
Breast is part of human body.          Life is an entityBreast involves attractionLife is admiration
Breast is fragile.                          Life is delicate
Breast includes values                      Life also includes values
Breast is a source of woman's pride.           Life is very special to everybody

The general perception of this proverb involves inference and association across the conceptual domains.Every woman's exuberance is derived from breasts.A breast is a staple part of woman's body because a woman's breast gives life to her offspring,and if they are taken away,the woman becomes empty;breast therefore,gives vitality.The mapping however reveals the conceptualization of a part of woman's body(breast)and life which makes her to become beautiful,recognized and attractive before people.By this implication,the woman herself becomes aware that she is an admiration to people.
To any woman,much value is accorded to 'breast because they perceive it to be their pride.As a result of this,it is protected and preserved.As fragile as an egg,so is the 'breast to them.Not only this 'breast is perceived to be a delicate part,so also is life.If all should be done to protect and secure life,the same thing should be applicable to breast too.This metaphor shows the importance of breast to any woman.If 'breast 'is valuable then 'life is equally of great value to all living soul and therefore both should be treasured because they are very monumental.In addition,'life is special and should be well secured just as 'breast is a woman's pride which also-needs to be protected and secured as well.The pride of any woman-lies in her 'breast'.This follows the saying that“the pride of a
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monkey lies in its ability to jump from one tree to another just as-the pride of a woman lies in her virginity”In breast is a life metaphor,the ontology of 'breast is mapped onto the ontology of life to realize conceptual meaning.
Going by classification,this is a philosophical proverb which relates two concepts (i.e breast and life)together through conceptual mapping.The use of life’in this proverb is symbolic because it emphasises the significance and values of 'breast to any woman.The use of exclamatory (!)attests to speaker's attitude towards the value,significance and importance of 'breast'.It further suggests that 'breast is a part of woman's body that should be treasured.Lakoff and Johnson(1999)assert that“all language is metaphorical,which is at odds with those results which indicate that a significant amount of everyday language is not metaphorical”.Similarly,Croft and Cruse(2004)opine that reasoning in the target domain of metaphorical entailments is governed by the image-schematic structure of the source domain.
An Analysis of Conceptual Metaphor of Proverbs inObafemi's Nights of a Mystical Beast
Datum 6:“The hawks threaten my chickens”(P.19).
Conceptual metaphorName:Hawk as enemyMapping Name:X as Y→Hawk is an enemy
Enemy is a metaphor for hawk 'in this proverb which signals the relationship between hawks and chicken.It reveals the true relationship between the duo which has not always been very cordial and friendly.To any man in any African community,'hawk is understood to be an enemy of the chicken and they are not always-in good term with each other.Hawks are terrors to chickens because they are always the victims of the hawks.The playwright through this proverb,reveals the nature ofthe attitude of the ruling class which the poor usually find uncomfortable.
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The use of enemy here connotes the nefarious attitude which-has been identified with hawk.Contextually,the proverb sounds a-note of warning to all not to trust,believe,and rely on anybody because not all good gestures are reciprocated.The conceptual target domain is "hawk while the source domain is 'enemy.This can be rewritten as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.The features of target domain can be captured as follows:
i.Hawk corresponds to enemy in this context

ii.Hawk is an animal
By considering the foregoing features of target domain,they are mapped onto the source domain.Thus,we may have:
Hawk(target domain) Hawk is an animalHawk is destructive
Enemy(source domain)Enemy is an entityEnemy can be destructive as well
From the above mapping of the target and source domains,it has been observed that hawk remains an animal that devour chickens. This is always the kind of relationship between the hawk and chickens.Besides,'hawk is very destructive just like ‘enemy that is equally destructive as well.The philosophical construct of the proverb lies in the relationship of the "hawks and 'chickens which is not cordial
Datum 7:“As long as lice exist on our heads,our fingers shall remain blood stained”(p.30)
(a)Conceptual metaphor
Name:Lice as burden
Mapping Name:X as Y→Lice is a burden
In this proverb,lice is a metaphor of 'burden’.'Lice is being conceptualized as a 'burden'.The use of 'burden informs us of its metonymic representation which allows us to understand the source and target domains.The use of burden as a concept denote-slice.The features of target domain are seen as:
i.Lice in this context corresponds to burden

ii.It's a plight
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iii.It's a problem
iv.A responsibility
v.It's worrisome
The target domain has been considered through its features.These features can then be mapped onto the source domain for conceptual realization of the source and target domains.This indicates that:
Lice(target domain)An animalA responsibilityProblemA plightWorrisome
Burden (source domain)An objectTaskPredicamentBad experienceDisturbing
'Lice in the cultural context of this proverb is perceived to be a-protracted problem that needs urgent attention in order to nib it in-the bud.The implication of this lies in the fact that except drastic step is taken to solve problem at hand,it will continue to re-occur and resurface.'Lice though an animal reveals its being burdensome.While 'burden is a responsibility,"burden on the-other hand remains a task.More-so, lice as a plight is worrisome which results to bad experiences and disturbance,too.In essence,the proverb is a clarion call to everyone to wake up to his or her task as expected and be ready to tackle whichever problem that raises its head otherwise,it will continue to reappear.In connection with thematic preoccupation of the text,this proverb uncovers the principle of collective responsibility which the playwright champions.
As a didactic proverb,it reveals an undebatable fact:until when the problem is solved permanently,it will continue to rear its head.The proverb charges the younger members of the community to be determined and committed to any task at the moment because if success has not been recorded,one should not relent in his effort.More-so,the proverb seeks to offer a better explanation that the existence of 'lice on our heads means a scourge or menace which
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keeps debarring people's problem or makes things uncomfortable,equally agonises them.In a simpler term,lice connotes the persistent problem that deserves pragmatic approach for appropriate solutions.
Datum 8:“A hungry man is an angry man”(P.35).
Conceptual metaphorName:Hunger as angerMapping Name:X as Y→Hunger is anger
This proverb is interpreted as hunger is anger.Similarly,the source and target domains are realized through the use of metonymy where the concept of anger is used to denote "hunger'.The proverb offers an explanation of psychological disorientation and disturbance where it is confirmed that somebody who is hungry can equally be angry.The proverb is used to establish the fact that 'hunger attracts provocation and can lead to ‘anger'.However,the proverb can be re-written as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN where"hunger is the target domain while anger is the source domain.The features of target domain(hunger)are highlighted as follows:
i.Hunger is anger

ii.Hunger is emotional/passion
iii.Hunger triggers emotional reactions
iv.Hunger makes man to lose his temper and self-control
By considering these characteristics,the source and target domains can be mapped together for conceptual meaning.
Hunger (target domain)Anger(source domain)Hunger involves emotionAnger also includes emotionHunger triggers emotional reactions Anger is caused by hunger
Somebody who is hungryThe degree of hungerHungerHunger is dangerousEmotion
The angry personThe degree of angerAngerAnger is perniciousPressure
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From the above ontological correspondences of source and target domains,it has been established that 'anger 'is a product of hunger. Hunger though an object,affects human body psychologically.'Hunger involves emotion and when one's emotion is affected,it leads to pressure that will trigger off 'anger'.Hunger deserves special attention and when it's not being attended to expectedly,it results to violence.'Anger is pernicious just as 'hunger is equally dangerous in terms of-its effect on human-emotion.The message contained in the proverb is similar to the saying which stresses that“an hungry dog should not play with the well-fed one"..Lakoff(1999)posits that the same idea of mapping between source and target domains is used to describe analogical reasoning and inferences.More so,the degree of hunger actually determines the level of anger.This proverb reveals the lamentation of the poor masses in the play through the song they render to protest before the powerful ones in the society.However,the proverb is symbolic in the sense that it captures the ideology of the playwright who is a crusader against oppression and inhuman treatment in the society.
This is a philosophical proverb that upholds the side-effect of hunger on human attitude.The proverb attempts not to hide the harmful effect of how a man can behave when he feels hungry.The perception and understanding of 'hunger as a product of 'anger bears the witness of not being satisfied based on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs in relation to the psychological needs.The transfer of the attributes of hunger in terms of emotion,attention and psychological needs confirms the conceptual metaphor of the-two concepts in connection with similarity based on analogy.Cameron and Low(1999)(as cited by Babatunde and Shobomehin2007)reaffirms that“the bringing together of two different concepts in a linguistic expression encourages some meaningful transfer of sense in interpretation”Both the "hungry man and angry man in synecdochic form,represent a particular set of people-in the society who are the poor.
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On the whole,the proverb uncovers the truth and philosophical saying that hunger makes one misbehaves.A hungry man is easy-to lose his emotion and at the same time,an angry man is not in his right senses.There is no peace in his emotion.When hunger is beyond certain limit,it leads to loss of emotion because it hurts.If special attention is not given to hunger,it becomes dangerous to the body.In the same vein,when anger increases beyond certain level,the ‘pressure increases to a certain point and as a result of this,the person loses control which otherwise may result to violence.When anger too is not being taken care of,can equally become pernicious.Lakoff(1987)posits that“metaphor as a phenomenon involves both conceptual mappings and individual linguistic expressions”.He stresses that the mappings are primary and state the generalization that are our principle concern.The metaphor,“a hungry man is an angry man”involves a set of correspondence's that are considered similar based on analogical representation.
Datum 9:"No the problem is for all of us.It is a communal corpse,and we must join all hands in burying it”(p.43).
Conceptual metaphorName:Corpse as ProblemMapping Name:X as Y→Corpse is a problem.
In this proverb,the source domain(problem)is implicit.Therefore,the metaphor is realized as corpse as-problem.The conceptual target domain is 'corpse while ‘problem is the conceptual source domain.Culturally,'Communal corpse in this proverb represents-a-responsibility-of-all or problem which leaves no-one uninvolved or unaffected.In this regard,the,Communal Corpse denotes problem,burden,plight,or predicament.Contextually, problem as a concept also denotes responsibility.
Metaphor in this proverb involves TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN and 'corpse’is the target domain while
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‘problem is the source domain.The characteristics of target domain can be highlighted as follows:
i.In this context,corpse corresponds to problem

ii.Corpse is responsibility
iii.Corpse includes trouble
In order to realize conceptual meaning,the features of target domains are further mapped onto the source domain.This can be further considered as:
Corpse(target domain)Corpse involves responsibility ]Corpse involves trouble
Problem(source domain)Problem includes taskProblem includes distress
From the ontological correspondences of source and target domains,'corpse'is perceived as a responsibility while ‘problem is also a task.In this regard,'corpse then constitutes what is known-as plight while problem often leads to bad experiences.Burying a corpse is problematic and burdensome to every member of the community.Therefore,it's disturbing.This proverb is used to draw the attention of every member of the community to his or her functional role.In this case,collective effort is put forward in a bid-to achieve any goal or objective.
This proverb embraces the principle of collective responsibility which is the central focus of the play.By reference,'corpse'is a problem and responsibility which all must be ready to bear.The didactic aspect of the proverb is reflected in the expression “we-must join all hands in burying it".This is a challenge to every individual to see societal problem as the responsibility of all;it persuades and tasks all and sundry to be responsible members of-the community.Finally,this proverb recognizes 'corpse as any problem,burden,matter,or issue of communal strength which has-to be addressed by the people and should not be left in the hands of certain people.
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Datum 10:“……The world is on its wings,flying fast towards whatever destinations”(p.46).
Conceptual metaphorName:World as birdMapping Name:X as Y→The world is a bird
In this proverb,the use of conceptual mapping assists us to conceptualize the source and target domains.It involves the use of world 'to denote 'bird'.In essence,'the world is conceptualized as bird'.
In this regard,the conceptual mapping is world is a bird.This can be re-considered as TARGET IS THE SOURCE DOMAIN.World (target domain),Bird (source domain).From world is a bird,it can be interpreted to mean:
i.The world corresponds to bird in this context.

ii.The world involves movement
iii.The world moves very fast
iv.The world has no defined destination
V.The world involves motion
The features of target domain have been put forward and will-be mapped onto the source domain.This is captured as:
World (target domain)The world is an entityThe world involves movementThe world is motionless
Bird (source domain)A bird is an animalA bird fliesA bird is also motionless
If the ontological correspondences or features of the source and target domains are considered in the above metaphorical proverb,it's understood that both‘world 'and bird share similar conceptual features.'World' is an entity while ‘bird remains an animal.Despite the fact that 'world is an entity,it moves and flies like a-bird that uses its feathers to fly."The world involves motion and with this,it's being characterized as what has wings like bird and-flies very fast.
This proverb is informs all individuals that 'time waits for no man and as such,we have to make hay while the sun shines.A bird
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can fly to any direction so also is world that keeps on changing.We are urged to follow the trend of time and value it as well.The proverb is a confirmation of general knowledge and perception of time as what involves movement and equally moves very fast as well without waiting for a moment.If time moves very fast despite its having no wings,it therefore shares similar attributes/features with bird that flies.It also shows relationship between the movement of 'time and bird's attribute of flying However,the knowledge of movement (in term of fastness)is transferred from time' to bird 'for conceptual realization of meaning.The proverb expresses an empirical fact about the essential characteristics of time that are linked to 'bird'.The metaphorical comparison of world 'as 'bird in this proverb has enabled us to realize that the world is known to be flying creature,and this is possible for it because it has wings.Now that the world is said to have wings,it has the ability or potential to fly like a bird.In this sense,the world-is moving and progressing in a rapid manner.This illustrates a-philosophical aspect of life.
Conclusion
The study focused on the analysis of conceptual metaphor of proverbs in the two works of Femi Osofisan and Olu Obafemi.The study was based on Lakoff's conceptual metaphor theory.Conceptual metaphors as identified in the proverbs capture the relevance of both source and target domains which involve conceptual mappings.The cross domain mapping in the conceptual system involves transfer of features of one domain to another.As clearly examined in the study,conceptual metaphor has to do with understanding of one concept in terms of another The findings of-the study revealed how metaphorical analysis unravels the meanings of proverbs through conceptual mapping It also accounted for the specific aspects or features of proverbs such as attitude,people's perceptions,responsibility,movement and physical appearance of women.It was observed that proverbs on attitude and responsibility contain the highest number which is
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three(3)each indicating the significance of metaphorical expressions on thematic preoccupations of the two selected playwrights.
On the whole,the study has presented a significant effect of showing how conceptual mapping can be used as a powerful means to reach high levels of cognitive performance in a bid to organize and integrate our experiences.If cognitive linguistics is concerned with investigating the relationship between human language,the-mind and socio-physical experiences(Evans,Benjamins and Jirg,
n.d.),however,the study has revealed how cognitive linguistics
through metaphorical analysis of proverbs can be used as a means-of organizing,processing,conveying and realizing meaning in a-natural language through the use of proverb.
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Appendix
No More the Wasted Breed
1.A market,Biokun!That's what life is p.93
2.This burden is heavy and my head hurts p.101
3.But time is flying,and the carrier is a man of courage p.104
4.What is the justice,when you hack a tree down and blame the handle of the axe?P.108
5.…,go on,suck my breast,my life!Live and watch a goddess die!P.110
Nights of a Mystical Beast
1.The hawks threaten my chickens p.19
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2."As long as lice exist on our heads,our fingers shall remain blood stained”(p.30)
3.A hungry man is an angry man p.35
4.No the problem is for all for us.It is a communal corpse,and we must join all hands in burying it p.43
5.“...The world is on its wings,flying fast towards whatever destinations”(p.46).
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